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‘ INTRODUCTION, 


In issuing the present number of our journal—the first of a 
new volume—we have a few words to say in relation to our un- 
dertaking, which we deem it seasonable and proper to submit. 

When we commenced our novel publication, a year ago, we 
were well aware that the taste for such matters as we purposed 
to furnish had not been much cultivated in our State. We were 
confident, however, that the germ of it at least must be hidden 
in many minds, and only required the proper appliances to bring 
it out. We believe, indeed, that the love of history in some 
form or other, and in some measure, has been strongly set in all, 
our hearts; and no doubt for wise ends. We all naturally de- 
sire to know a little something of what “ the world’s gray fathers,”’ 
and others after them, have been doing in all ages and countries, 
for the advancement of our race. But, more especially, we all 
desire to know what the first planters of our colony, and their 
successors, the first founders of our State, have “dared and 
done”’ for themselves, and for us,—on the very ground which we 
are now occupying alter them—to raise our great Virginia fami- 
ly, which we find so flourishing at present, in many respects, and 


of which we feel durselves, perhaps, to be no unworthy members : 
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for here the sentiment of patriotism combines with the instinct 
of a common humanity, and kindles our veneration for antiquity 
into a stronger and finer flame. We thought, therefore, that this 
natural taste for history, and especially our own history, would 
only require to be furnished with suitable aliment, in order to 
show itself in its proper form; and as the small samples of to- 
bacco first sent out from our newly-discovered country to Eng- 
land, more than two centuries ago, awakened a passion for the 
plant that soon called for fresh supplies, and led to a profitable 
commerce which has continued down to our day, so we concei- 
ved that the more pleasant and palatable articles which we were 
about to lay before our fellow-citizens, would soon stimulate 
their taste for such things, and create ademand for more. Thus, 
our little work, we thought, would make its own way simply by 
the congenial character of its contents, and would probably do 
much good in its progress. 

Nor have we been wholly disappointed in our expectation on 
this point. On the contrary, we may say that our overture has 
been received with very nearly all the favor that we could have 
reasonably anticipated under all the circumstances of the case; 
and that our “‘ labor of love,” if not fully rewarded, has certainly 
not been altogether in vain. For some proof of this we may 
refer, with pleasure, to the body of our recent volume which con- 
tains, as we think all must allow, a number of valuable and in- 
teresting papers and letters, with other things, which may serve 
to shed new light upon the early and later history of our State ; 
and some of which, we may add, would never, in all probability, 
have appeared at all but for our journal. We refer also, with 


great satisfaction, to the increased and increasing number of the 


members of our Virginia Historical Society, many of whom, we 
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must suppose, its organ has, in some measure, aided to draw 
into its fold. And if, on the other hand, it is true, as we admit, 
that the number of our subscribers beyond the circle of the So- 
ciety is not very large, yet that too is increasing, and we have 
reason to believe may be considerably augmented if our members 
will take proper pains to make our journal more generally known. 
Upon the whole, therefore, we may say that our success, if not 
perfect, has yet been sufficient to satisfy us for the present, and 
to encourage us for the future. 

In pursuing our engagement, accordingly, for another year, 
we return our due acknowledgments to all who have, in any way, 
aided us in our enterprise, and, more particularly, to our corres- 
pondents and contributors whose communications have given so 
much interest to our former volume; and with cordial saluta- 
tions to all our readers, we now again commend our work to the 
favor of the public, with the full assurance that our labors will 
continue to receive all the encouragement which they shall con- 


tinue to deserve. 
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THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
THE SECOND ANNUAL MEETING. 


The Second Annual Meeting of the Vireinta Historica So- 
CIETY, under its new organization, was held in the Hall of the 
House of Delegates, on Thursday evening, the 14th ult., and 
notwithstanding the unfavorableness of the weather, was very 
honorably attended. The President of the Soc.cty, the Hon. 
Wm. C. Rives, of Albemarle, presided; and, on taking the 
chair, delivered a very appropriate and highly interesting Ad- 
dress, which gave great satisfaction to all present. After this, 
the Chairman of the Executive Committee, Conway Robinson, 
Esq., read the Report of the Committee for the past year, show- 
ing the activity of the Board, and the progress of the Society, in 
the most gratifying manner. The Secretary, Mr. Maxwell, then 
read a list of books, and other donations, which had been recei- 
ved since the last Annual Meeting; and announced the names 
of the Honorary and Corresponding Members who had been 
elected during the same period. He also stated that 168 new 
resident members had been added to the Society, at different 
times, in the course of the year, making the present number 
420. This list, however, he said, included the names of some 
persons who were members of the Society under its old form, 
but had not yet distinctly recognised themselves as such, accor- 
ding to their privilege, under its new settlement; so that the ef- 
fective force of the Society might be stated at about 360; and 
could be easily raised, he thought, to as many more. 

Charles Carter Lee, Esq., now delivered the Annual Discourse, 
upon the subject of the Duty and Advantage of contemplating 
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the Past in all its bearings and influences upon the Present and 
Future,—a handsome effusion, full of good thoughts and fine sen- 
timents, clothed in elegant diction, and uttered with happy effect. 

Lieut. M. F. Maury, Superintendent of the National Observa- 
tory at Washington, and a Corresponding Member of the Soci- 
ety, followed with the reading of a well-written and highly inter- 


esting paper on the subject of the stars, and the proceedings of 


himself and other officers of the institution to watch and record 
the appearances and motions of those heavenly bodies, for nau- 
tical and other purposes ; which was heard with great satisfac- 
tion throughout, and, in some parts, with vivid delight. 

Mr. Faulkner, of Berkeley, after paying somg just and hand- 
some compliments to the speakers, and dwelling for a moment 
on the happy establishment of the Society, and its important 
services to the State, moved resolutions of thanks to the gentle- 
men for their Addresses, and requesting copies of them for pub- 
lication, along with the proceedings of the meeting ; which were 
unanimously adopted. 

Mr. B. B. Minor, of Richmond, moved a resolution (which he 
introduced with some remarks,) for appointing a committee to 
consider the best means of securing the erection of a monu- 
ment to the memory of Washington, near the Capitol of the 
State, as contemplated by the contributors to the fund created 
for the purpose; which was adopted. 

The Society then proceeded to elect their officers for the en- 
suing year, and adjourned. 

We may add, we think, with great confidence, that the pro- 
ceedings of the occasion have left a very favorable impression on 
the minds of all present; which cannot but redound to the honor 
of the Society, and to the advantage of its future operations in 
all parts of our State. 


MR. REIVES’S ADDRESS. 
(FENTLEMEN OF THE HistoricaL Society: 


The revolution of another year finds us again assembled in the 
capital of our State, and under auspices, I am happy to say, much 
more encouraging than those which attended our meeting, just 
twelve months ago. Then, a small band of ardent and devoted 
spirits, undismayed by tempests without or coldness within, but 
warmed and animated by their own zeal, came together in this 
Hall to pledge to each other, in some public and solemn manner, 
their mutual co-operation in an enterprise which seemed to them 
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to concern both the honor and service of the State. There were 
then but few to cheer us by their presence and sympathy. Now, 
the more numerous assembly which surrounds us gives us assur- 
ance that our efforts are appreciated, and that our cause com- 
mends itself to the intelligence and patriotism of the State. 
Thanks to the labours of our indefatigable Chairman of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee and of our spirited and zealous Secretary, 
the Historical Society of Virginia has already made itself a name. 
By its publications, in the first year of its existence, it has given, 
in advance, a solid earnest of its future usefulness, and I persuade 
myself that neither our contemporaries nor those who are to fol- 
low us will “ willingly let it die.” 

And why should they? What more useful service can we ren- 
der, not merely to our own country, but to mankind, than by 
contributing new lights to the illustration of American History— 
to trace, with minute and faithful delineation, the rise, progress 
and development, of those Institutions, social and political, 
which are now the hope and desire of nations. In the general 
waking up of the nations of the old world from the long slumber 
of ages, they all turn their eyes wistfully to America, as the fa- 
voured land of Liberty, whence they may draw lessons and ex- 
amples for their guidance and instruction. What Greece was to 
the people of antiquity, as a model and preceptor, in eloquence 
and the fine arts—what Rome was in the coarser politics of war, 
ambition, conquest and dominion—America now is, to the con- 
temporary nations, in the science of balanced and regulated free 
government, of a manly, moral and elevated liberty. Hae tibi 
erunt artes. It is here that has been solved, with the most per- 
fect success, the great problem of uniting freedom with order— 
of reconciling the universal enjoyment of political privileges with 
the security of private and individual rights—and of rendering a 
frequent recurrence to the popular will, through the medium of 
elections, compatible with an undisturbed public tranquillity by 
the cheerful obedience of all to the supreme law of the Consti- 
tution, and a consequent acquiescence in the decisions of the 
majority. The peaceful working of these Institutions, contrast- 
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ed with the throes and convulsions which are now agitating the 
old world, is a sublime spectacle which attracts the gaze of man- 
kind ; and Philosophers, Statesmen and Legislators every where 
are studying, with profound interest, the history of society and 
government in our Western Hemisphere. 

It is not, surely, at such a moment that we ourselves can be 
neglectful of our History. But we have yet higher motives for 
its study and cultivation. The more familiar we are with the ori- 
gin of our Institutions, and the occasions which gave birth to or 
modified them, the more thoroughly we comprehend their true 
genius and character, and the more highly we appreciate and 
cherish them. We learn thereby, that they were “ bought with 
a price’’ in the trials, sufferings, virtues and wisdom of our an- 
cestors, and we feel more strongly the obligation to preserve 
them from degeneracy and corruption, and to transmit them un- 
impaired to posterity. I believe it is a truth without a solitary 
exception in the history of our race, that no nation has ever risen 
to lasting greatness without a strong sentiment of reverence for 
their ancestors, The divine precept, “ honor thy father and thy 
mother that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee,” is as applicable to States and communities 
in their political and corporate capacity, as to individuals in their 
private and moral relations. A great philosophical Statesman,* 
profoundly versed in the history of human affairs, has said a peo- 
ple who do not look back to their ancestors will not look for- 
ward to their posterity. The “large discourse, looking before 
and after,’’ with which the author of our being has gifted us, can 
find its legitimate scope only by embracing with the present both 
the past and the future. 

In the history of our particular State, we have the highest in- 
ducements to cultivate these reminiscences of the past. The 
free Institutions of Virginia claim an ancient and exalted line- 
age. They come downto us, through the London Company un- 
der the able and generous lead of Sir Edwin Sandys and the 
Earl of Southampton, from that noble band of patriots who com- 


* Edmund Burke. 
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menced the struggle for British freedom in the reign of the first 


James, and who, by the spirit they kindled, ensured its final con- 
summation in the reign of his successor. Happily, the most 
authentic and abundant materials exist in the country for the 
illustration of this important portion of our annals, and I trust 
they will, ere long, be given to the public. They carry us back 
to one of the most stirring and eventful epochs in the fortunes 
of the human family. It was then, and under those auspices, 
that the first Representative Assembly met which was ever con- 
vened in this Western world—the “ Grand Assembly,” as it was 
called, though small in numbers, which sat at ‘ James City’’ in 
June 1619, of which the present General Assembly of Virginia 
may be considered the descendant, in a direct line of succession, 
through a course of two hundred and thirty years. This event, 
30 fruitful of important consequences to the liberties of the new 
world, no less than the first settlement of the Colony there, in- 
vests the now deserted James Town with historical associations, 
which can never be recalled without a touching interest. Why 
should not such a spot be commemorated by some pious monu- 
ment of the public gratitude and veneration? Is it unworthy of 
beings, constituted as we are, to fortify a rational attachment to 
the Institutions we have derived from our ancestors by enlisting 
on their side the natural instincts and affections of the human 
heart ? 


In this connection, I am strongly reminded of an omission 
which, I fear, may not be without some reproach to ourselves or 
the public councils. The soil of Virginia was the theatre of the 
great closing scene of the War of Independence. The plains 
of York Town were signalized by the capture and surrender of 
the last hostile army that maintained the contest against American 
Liberty. The surrender of that powerful and well-appointed 
army to the combined forces of America and France, was in it- 
self a most august and imposing scene, and in its conseqnences, 
by far the greatest event of the age. It was so felt to be at the 
time ; and both Congress and the people testified their sense of 
it by unbounded effusions of the public joy, and by the most so- 
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lemn manifestations of gratitude to Almighty God. Among 
other resolutions adopted by Congress on the occasion, they re- 
solved on the 29th day of October 1781, just ten days after the 
event, that ‘the United States in Congress assembled will cause 
to be erected at York, in Virginia, a marble column adorned with 
suitable emblems, and inscribed with a succinct narrative of the 
circumstances of the surrender.” The enquiry forces itself upon 
us, why it is that no movement has yet been made towards the 
execution of this pious resolve. The subject seems properly to 
fall within the province of this Society, and I have been led to 
bring it to your notice by having in my possession a most inter- 
esting original letter written at the time by an eye witness of 
the surrender,* containing a very graphic and detailed account of 
jt, which it is my intention to place among the archives of the 
Society. Some of our sister States have set us a noble example 
by marking those spots of their territory which have been the 
scenes of great historical events by simple but appropriate mon- 
uments to signalize them to future ages, and to embody a lasting 
expression of the national sensibility and gratitude. Are not 
York and James Town, worthy to be thus commemorated with 
Bunker-Hill and Plymouth ? 

But I have detained you, gentlemen, by these desultory hints, 
too long from the rich entertainment which awaits us at the 
hands of the learned and distinguished gentlemen who have con- 
sented to favour us with addresses on this occasion, and whom 
I shail have the honor to introduce to the Society as soon as the 
annual reports of the Executive Committee and of the Secretary 
are read. 


THE REPORT OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
The Executive Committee are gratified at being able to report 
that during the past year much has been done to promote the 


objects of “the society. 


* Col. Wm. Fontaine, of Hanover. 
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In our last report, we made known our desire to receive books, 
pamphlets or documents relating to the History of the State, 
and invited from such as could furnish it, authentic information 
in relation to all who have been distinguished in the annals of 
Virginia, or connected with its history. To what extent the Li- 
brary has been increased by means of donations, you will be in- 
formed by the Librarian. He will also tell you of the progress 
made in collecting materials for history or biograpby, in letters, 
documents, or otherwise. 

The ‘Virginia Historical Register,” published quarterly, by 
Mr. Maxwell, has proved to be a convenient and agreeable mode 
of communicating periodically to the public, some of the most 
interesting of these collections. We think its value will be in- 
creased when it can be so enlarged as to enable the publisher to 
embrace in it full and accurate information as to the most impor- 
tant events happening about the period of its publication, as 
well as in relation to occurrences of past times; and such en- 
largement may reasonably be expected, if the patronage of this 
journal shall be equal to its merits. Furnishing as it does a 
great security aguinst the danger of loss or injury to manu- 
scripts before the matter of them can appear in chronological 
order, in our annual volumes, and imparting much valuable infor- 
mation in a pleasing manner; we hope that every member of 
the society will not only take it and read it himself, but will also 
endeavor to extend its circulation. 

In saying this, we are not to be understood as intending to 
abolish the distinction heretofore made in favor of members of 
the society out of Richmond. The plan heretofore adopted of 
furnishing a copy of the Journal, without charge, to each member 
residing out of this city, will be continued. This distinction in 
favor of the country members, we have thought but just, for the 
reason given in our last report, namely, that those residing in the 
city will have, on the other hand, in their more ready access to 
the library, a full equivalent. Yet we shall always be pleased to 
find the library visited by any members from the country who | 
may come to the city, or by any persons bringing letters of in- 
troduction from such members. So, too, a member residing in 
Richmond will not only have access to the room, but also the 
privilege of introducing a stranger. All so admitted will have 
such facilities for pursuing any investigation as the library affords. 

It is a reproach to us, to have lived so long without having in 
any library in this State, full materials for her history—a reproach 
to us that one who desires to be fully and accurately informed in 
regard to the history of his native land, must leave that land and 
go to other States and countries. Let this reproach exist no 
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longer, if it be possible to prevent it. Let us resolve to have an 
historical library in which shall be found a copy of every volume 
hitherto printed, connected with the history of Virginia, and 
every valuable manuscript which can be obtained, illustrating 
that history. Let us preserve these from the destroying hand of 
time, arrange them in the best manner, and make known through 
the press all that is of value. To do this, both money and mind 
are necessary. On the one hand the number of members of this 
society must be enlarged, and punctuality be observed byall in 
paying their annual quotas. On the other hand, some of the 
members of the society, and especially of the Executive Com- 
mittee, must spare from their private pursuits, a portion of their 
time to prepare or arrange matter for publication. 

In other States, the Historical Societies have published their 
Collections generally without much regard to chronology; their 
volumes have consisted commonly of disjointed fragments ; and 
the committee making the selection for publication, has not had 
very great labor: but the result has been that comparatively few 
have read the volumes thus prepared. Our plan is different, and 
those who are to carry it out must encounter greater labor. Pro- 
ceeding as we do in chronological order, a volume from any 
given time is to contain in it all such matter relating to our his- 
tory from that time to the period at which the volume terminates, 
as may be deemed worthy of publication. In preparing this, as 
was remarked in our last report, a careful examination is to be 
made not only of books with which a Virginian is familiar, but 
to some extent of other works hitherto not accessible in this 
State. What is taken from each is to be given as far as possible, 
in the language of the original author. In thus preserving the 
original accounts, free from mutilation, so far as they are of suf- 
ficient interest to be preserved, we carry out a most important 
purpose of an Historical Society. While, at the same time, the 
plan of preparing the volume for any period, mainly by means 
of extracts from the older authors, is one which it is more prac- 
ticable to carry out than if we were to undertake to have a new 
historical account written for such period. 

The duty of preparing a volume, by way of a beginning to- 
wards the execution of this plan, was devolved on the Chairman. 
He had been engaged upon it and contemplated passing very 
cursorily over the time which intervened between the discovery 
of America by Columbus, and the period at which the name of 
Virginia was given, when a circumstance occurred which chan- 
ged almost entirely the character of the volume. It was the re- 
ceipt by the committee, in May 1548, of a very interesting com- 
munication from Robert Greenhow, Esq., a corresponding mem- 
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ber of the Society, stating that the Spaniards in 1566 had know- 
ledge of, and in 1573, visited a bay called Santa Maria, in the 
latitude of 37 degrees, and suggesting that this bay must have 
been the Chesapeake. The communication was, in every point 
of view, proper to be inserted in the proposed volume. Yet its 
insertion would not have been enough, without some attempt to 
trace the progress of the Spaniards in America, prior to the pe- 
riod mentioned in it. No one volume had before been publish- 
ed giving a regular, connected account of all the voyages to and 
along the Atlantic Coast of North America, down to 1573. It 
appeared desirable to have such an account, and along with it 
a narrative of the early discoveries in this western hemisphere, 
before the Spaniards had established themselves in Mexico. 
From no Historical Society in the Union could a volume of this 
nature, more suitably come than from the Historical Society of 
this, the oldest of the old thirteen States. The Chairman pro- 
ceeded to prepare it, as well as he could, during the nights of 
two or three of the summer months, with such materials as could 
be found in the imperfect libraries to which he had access. The 
result is before you in the volume of ‘ Early Voyages to Ameri- 
ca,”’ a copy of which will be delivered by the Librarian to each 
member of the Society not already supplied. 

The want in our State of a good collection of the early wri- 
ters upon American history, was so much felt by the Chairman, 
while preparing this volume, that we have determined to go as 
far as our means will allow, in ordering from abroad such rare 
works of an ancient date as will probably be of use in the pre- 
paration of future volumes. 

The next volume will, of course, continue the historical ac- 
count from 1573, for such time as it may be found convenient to 
comprise in the volume. Whether it will embrace all the voya- 
ges to and along the Atlantic coast of North America, from 1573 
to 1606, or merely give an account of such of them as were made 
to what has been called Virginia, and proceed then with the 
Annals of our State, is a question which the committee will de- 
termine hereafier. Our impression is that the next volume will 
probably be of the former character, and will be succeeded by a 
volume of the Annals of Virginia, from 1606. 

The Committee are pleased at being able to state that during 
the past year, a considerable addition has been made to the num- 
ber of life members, paying $50 each. There are now twenty- 
two, and the amount paid by them $1100, of which $1000 has 
been, and the rest will soon be, invested, as a permanent fund in 
certificates of debt of the State of Virginia, the interest of which 
(but none of the principal) is used in aid of the admission fees 
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and yearly dues of other members, to pay the annual expenses. 
We hope to see this example, of becoming life members, follow- 
ed hereafter by many others, and the permanent fund increased, 
until it shall reach an amount, the interest of which will be at 
least sufficient of itself to defray the necessary current expenses 
of the society. 

In New England, it has never been deemed an act of folly for 
the wealthy to make liberal donations to endow an institution of 
this kind, or any other established for literary purposes. As far 
South as Baltimore, we have an example of a most encouraging 
nature. Her citizens have subscribed some 30 or 40,000 dollars 
and erected for their Mercantile and City Libraries, and for the 
Library of the Maryland Historical Society, a building whieh re- 
flects the highest credit upon their taste and liberality. Surely 
the time will come when such an example will not be without 
its effect in this metropolis. Here where at no distant day, @ 
monument is to be erected to the Father of his Country—here we 
should have a building of a permanent character, to preserve, for 
generations yet unborn, memorials of him and the patriots of 
his day, and of all who have added to Virginia’s fame. 


THE ASSOCIATION IN WESTMORELAND. 


At the late Annual Meeting of the Virginia Historical Society, on 
the 14th ult., the President of the Society, the Hon. Wm. C. Rives, 
of Albemarle, submitted a very interesting document illustrative of the 
patriotic spirit that prevailed in Virginia, and particularly in the 
county of Westmoreland, about the time of the passage of the Stamp 
Act, in 1765; which he had received from the Hon. John Y. Mason, 
Secretary of the Navy, together with a letter from that gentleman, 
which was read, and is as follows: 


Copy of a Letter from the Hon. John Y. Mason, Secretary of the Navy 
to the Hon. Wm. C. Rives, President of the Historical Society of 
Virginia. 


Wasuineton Ciry, Dec. 131n, 1848. 


Sir,—In the year 1847, Dr. Carr, now deceased, placed in my 
hands an original Manuscript Document, dated in 1766, which 
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appears to me so interesting in the Colonial History of Virginia, 
that I venture to transmit it to you, for such disposition as the 
Historical Society may think proper to make of it. It was sign- 
ed by the patriots of that day, soon after the passage of the 
British Stamp Act of 1765 was known in the Colony—and it 
asserts in bold language, the rights, essential to Civil Liberty, 
which were subsequently maintained by the American Revolu- 
tion. 
I have the honor to be 
Very respectfully your ob’t serv’t, 
J. Y. MASON. 
To the President of the Historical Society of Va. 


The doeument referred to in the foregoing letter, is now lodged in 
the archives of the Society, and is enclosed in a paper which has an 
indorsement upon it in these words: 


This remarkable document, illustrative of the early patriotism 
of Virginia gentlemen, was found among the papers of the late 
Henry Lee, Esq., Consul Gen’! to Algiers. 

In view to its better preservation for the honor of Virginia and 
the numerous descendants of the illustrious men who signed it, 
it is now confided to the care of the Hon. John Y. Mason, an 
eminent con of Virginia, whose appreciation of its importance 
will secure it perpetual safety, by 

SAM’L JNO. CARR, 
Of So. Carolina now residing in Maryland. 

Barrimore, 1847. 


“‘Roused by danger, and alarmed at attempts, foreign and domestic, 
to reduce the people of this country to a state of abject and detestable 
slavery, by destroying that free and happy constitution of government, 
under which they have hitherto lived,—We, who subscribe this pay er, 
have associated, and do bind ourselves to each other, to God, and to 
our country, by the firmest ties that religion and virtue can frame, most 
sacredly and punctually to stand by, and with our lives and fortunes, 
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to support, maintain, and defend each other in the observance and ex- 
ecution of these following articles. 

First. We declare all due allegiance and obedience to our lawful 
Sovereign, George the third, King of Great Britain. And we deter- 
mine to the utmost of our power to preserve the laws, the peace and 
good order of this Colony, as far as is consistent with the preservation 
of our Constitutional rights and liberty. 

Secondly. As we know it to be the Birthright privilege of every 
British Subject, (and of the people of Virginia as being such) founded 
on Reason, Law, and Compact; that he cannot be legally tried, but 
by his peers ; and that he cannot be taxed, but by consent of a Parlia- 
ment, in which he is represented by persons chosen by the people, and 
who themselves pay a part of the tax they impose on others. If there- 
fore, any person or persons shall attempt, by any action or proceeding, 
to deprive this Colony of those fundamental rights, we will immedi- 
ately regard him or them, as the most dangerous enemy of the com- 
munity ; and we will go to any extremity, not only to prevent the suc- 
cess of such attempts, but to stigmatize and punish the offender. 

Thirdly. As the Stamp Act does absolutely direct the property of 
the people to be taken from them without their ‘consent expressed by 
their representatives, and as in many cases it deprives the British 
American Subject of his right to trial by jury; we do determine, at 
every hazard, and, paying no regard to danger or to death, we will ex- 
ert every faculty, to prevent the execution of the said Stamp Act in 
any instance whatsoever within this Colony. And every abandoned 
wretch, who shall be so lost to virtue and public good, as wickedly to 
contribute to the introduction or fixture of the Stamp Act in this Co- 
lony, by using stampt paper, or by any other means, we will, with the 
utmost expedition, convince all such profligates that immediate danger 
and disgrace shall attend their prostitute purposes. 

Fourthly. That the last article may most surely and effectually be 
executed, we engage to each other, that whenever it shall be known 
to any of this association, that any person is so conducting himself as 
to favor the introduction of the Stamp Act, that immediate notice shall 
be given to as many of the association as possible ; and that every 
individual so informed, shall, with expedition, repair to a place of 
meeting to be appointed as near the scene of action as may be. 

Fifthly. Fach associator shall do his true endeavor to obtain as 
many signers to this association, as he possibly can. 
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Sixthly. If any attempt shall be made on the liberty or property 
of any associator for any action or thing to be done in consequence of 
this agreement, we do most solemnly bind ourselves by the sacred en- 
gagements above entered into, at the utmost risk of our lives and for- 
tunes, to restore such associate to his liberty, and to protect him in the 


enjoyment of his property. 


In testimony of the good faith with which we resolve to execute 
this association we have this 27th day of February 1766, in Virginia, 


put our hands and seals hereto. 


Richard Henry Lee 
Will. Robinson 
Lewis Willis 

Thos. Lud. Lee 
Samuel Washington 
Charles Washington 
Moore Fauntleroy 
Francis Lightfoot Lee 
Thomas Jones 
Rodham Kenner 
Spencer M. Ball 
Richard Mitchell 
Joseph Murdock 
Richd. Parker 
Spence Monroe 
John Watts 

Robt. Lovell 

John Blagge 
Charles Weeks 
Willm. Booth 

Geo. Turberville 
Alvin Moxley 

Win. Flood 

John Ballantine junr. 
William Lee 

Thos. Chilton 
Richard Buckner 
Jos. Pierce 

Will. Chilton 

John Williams 


O* 
~ 


William Sydnor 
John Monroe 
William Cocke 
Willm. Grayson 
Wm. Brockenbrough 
Saml. Selden 
Richd. Lee 

Daniel Tibbs 
Francis Thornton junr. 
Peter Rust 

John Lee jr. 

Francis Waring 
John Upshaw 
Meriwether Smith 
Thos. Roane 

Jas. Edmondson 
Jas. Webb junr. 
John Edmondson 
Jas. Banks 

Smith Young 

Laur. Washington 
W. Roane 

Rich. Hodges 

Jas. Upshaw 

Jas. Booker 

A. Montague 
Rich’d. Jeffries 

John Suggett 

John S. Woodcock 
Robt. Wormeley Carter 
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John Blackwell 
Winder S. Kenner 
Wm. Bronaugh 
Wn. Peirce 

John Berryman 
John Dickson 
John Broone 
Edwd. Sanford 
Charles Chilton 
Edward Sanford 
Daniel McCarty 
Jer. Rush 

Edwd. Ransdell 
Townshend Dade 
John Ashton 

W. Brent 

Francis Foushee 
John Smith jour. 
Wm. Ball 

Thos. Barnes 
Jos. Blackwell 
Reuben Meriwether 
Edw. Mountjoy 
Wm. J. Mountjoy 
Thos. Mountjoy 
John Mountjoy 
Gilbt. Campbell 
Jos. Lane 


John Beale junr. 
John Newton 
Will: Beale junr. 
Chs. Mortimer 
John Edmondson jr. 
Charles Beale 
Peter Grant 
Thompson Mason 
Jona. Beckwith 
Jas. Samford 
John Belfield 

W. Smith 

John Augt. Washington 
Thos. Belfield 
Edgecomb Suggett 
Henry Francks 
John Bland junr. 
Jas. Emerson 
Thos. Logan 

Jo. Milliken 
Ebenezer Fisher 
Hancock Eustace 
John Richards 
Thos. Jett 

Thos. Douglas 
Max. Robinson 
John Orr.” 








LINES FROM “THE ALCHEMIST.” 


Come on, sir. Now you set your foot on shore 

In novo orbe. Here’s the rich Peru; 

And there within, sir, are the golden mines, 

Great Solomon’s Ophir! He was sailing to’t 
Three years, but we have reach’d it in ten months. 
This is the day wherein to all my friends, 

I will pronounce the happy word, Be rich. 

This day you shall be spectatissimi.—Ben Janson. 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


We submit here the following copies of the remaining Original Let- 
ters to Patrick Henry, &c., obligingly communicated to us by N. F. 
Cabell, Esq., of Nelson, as stated in our last number; to be read af- 
ter those which are there given. 


FROM GEORGE WASHINGTON TO PATRICK HENRY. 
Mount Vernon, June 247, 1785. 


Dear Sir,—The letter which your Excell’y did me the honor 
to write to me on the 10th inst., came duly to hand; and calls 
for my particular acknowledgements; and thanks for your obli- 
ging offers. 

Although I am strongly impressed with the opinion, that the 
sunken lands lying on Albemarle Sound, and the waters empty- 
ing therein, will, in time, become the most valuable property in 
this country ; yet, reflecting further, that it will require a con- 
siderable advance to reclaim, and render them fit for cultivation ; 
and in the mean while, that they may be subjected to expence, 
I believe it will be most advisable for me (in my situation) not to 
add to my present expenditures; I am not less obliged to you, 
however, for your friendly offer of services, in this case. 

If your Excellency could make it convenient to give me the 
substance of the Commissioners report respecting the place and 
the manner, which are deemed best, for a cut between the wa- 
ters of Elizabeth River and those of No. Carolina, I shall think 
myself obliged. The improving, and extending the inland navi- 
gations of the waters of this Commonwealth are, in my judg- 
ment, very interesting to the well being and glory of it; and I 
am always pleased with every acc’t of the advancement of them. 
With great esteem, regard, and respect, 

I am—Dear sir, 
Y’r most obed. 
Affect. H’ble Serv. 
G. WASHINGTON. 





THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER, 


FROM TIMOTHY PICKERING TO PATRICK HENRY. 





DEPARTMENT OF Strate, PaHinaADELPHIA, Marcu 25, 1799. 


Sir,—I have the honor to inclose a commission from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, by which you will see that Oliver 
Ellsworth, Chief Justice of the U. States, yourself, and William 
Vans Murray, our minister resident at the Hague, have been ap- 
pointed Envoy Extraordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary of 
the United States to the French Republic; for the purpose of 
discussing and settling all controversies between the two coun- 
tries. 

With the commission I have thought it proper to inclose co- 
pies of the President’s messages to the Senate, of the 18th and 
25th of February, on the subject of a new negociation with 
France, that you may know the condition on which alone it can 
take place. Of this condition, with the appointments of the 
Envoys, Mr. Murray has been instructed to give information to 
the French minister of foreign affairs. 

I am, with great respect, 
Sir, your most ob’t servant, 
TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


FROM RICHARD HENRY LEE TO WM. CABELL, ESQ. 
Cuantitty, Ocroper THE l5ru, 1788. 


Str—A gentleman with whom I have had the honor to serve 
so long in the Councils of my Country, will I am sure pardon 
me for informing him of my willingness to continue my public 
services in the Senate of the new Congress, if it shall please the 
Legislature to elect me to that office. _It is, sir, a conviction of 
mind, resulting from the most mature reflection, that the civil 
Liberty of our Country will be endangered if amendments can- 
not be procured to the lately received Constitution, that has pre- 
vailed with me again to become a public man. When so many 
respectable States, and such numbers of respectable citizens in 
all the States, are anxious for amendments ; they will surely take 
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place if such men are appointed to the new Congress as are 
known friends to Civil Liberty and to the amendments required. 
And I think that the choice of men of a contrary description 
will as assuredly defeat the wishes of those who desire to secure 
the public liberty by shutting the door against the numerous 
abuses, that in its present form, the new Government admits of. 
It seems to me that if all the friends of the new system were 
friends to their Country, they could none of them oppose amend- 
ments, that in their nature are calculated only to controul dad, 
but aim not at the restraint of good Government. Yet I have 
heard some of these friends, now that their plan is adopted, be- 
gin to argue against amendments until, as they say, experience 
shall have shewn their propriety. I take the meaning of such 
men to be, that abuse under the name of use shall be rivetted 
upon mankind. For the reverence paid to established forms 
when supported by power has generally proved too strong for 
correction however necessary it might be. I beg to be remem- 
bered to those of your family to whom I am known by having 
had the honor to serve with them in the General Assembly. 
I am sir, with much esteem and regard, 
Your most obedient and very humble serv’t, 
RICHARD HENRY LEE. 


P. S.—A present indisposition prevents this letter from being 
all written with my own hand which I hope your goodness will 


excuse. R. H. LEB. 





LETTERS OF GEORGE MASON. 


The following are copies of some Letters of the justly celebrated 
Col. George Mason, of Gunston Hall, the father of the first constitu- 
tion of our State; written at different times, during our revolutionary 
war, and relating to our public affairs during that period; which have 
been, very obligingly, transmitted to us by his grandson, the Hon. 
James M. Mason, now a member of the Senate of the United States 
from Virginia, to be lodged in the archives of our Virginia Historical 
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Society. We submit an extract from Mr. M.’s letter accompanying 
them, which may serve to introduce them more particularly to our 
readers ; but they will speak for themselves; and must be read with 
great interest. 


Wasiineron, January Ist, 1848. 


Dear Sir,—Mindful of my promise when I had the pleasure to 
see you in Richmond, I send inclosed copies of some letters of 
my grandfather, George Mason of Gunston Hall, which were 
written during the revolution—and which contain matter that 
may be interesting to the collections of the Historical Society. 

Nos. 1, 2, and 3, are copies of letters written to his friend 
and nearest neighbor, Col. Martin Cockburn, before the decla- 
ration of Independence—and before a government had been for- 
mally established in Virginia, in lieu of that then recently repu- 
diated. 

No. 4. I think you will find of peculiar interest, as giving a 
true and faithful account of the causes and origin of the revolt 
from the Parent Country—and as going far to settle a much dis- 
puted point of history—whether independence was originally 
designed by the leaders in the revolution—or whether it resulted 
as a consequence only, not foreseen but made inevitable by 
events, 

No. 5. Is a copy of a letter to his eldest son, George Mason, 
now dec’d—who was in France when it was written. The in- 
dorsement on it, in the hand writing of that gentleman shows, 
that the original had been by Dr. Franklin put into the hands of 
the Count de Vergennes—doubtless from the tenor of the letter, 
intended by Dr. F. to stimulate the government of France to 
send to the revolted colonies, the promised succor. The con- 
cluding paragraph, you will agree with me I think, would have 
adorned the ages of Brutus and Manlius. 

These copies I had made for my own use some years since— 
the originals are in possession of my father, at his seat in the 
County of Fairfax. &c. 

With great respect, &c. 
J. M. MASON. 

Wn. Maxwe tt, Ese. 


Ricumonp, Jury’ 24ru, 1775. 


Dear Sir,—Having an opportunity pr. Mr. Edw’d Blackburn 
(who promises to drop this at Colchester) I snatch a moment to 
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Jet you know that I am well, and to desire to be kindly remem- 
ber’d to my dear children, and the Family at Spring-field. I have 
not since I came to this place, except the fast-day and Sunday, 
had an Hour which I cou’d call my own. The Committee (of 
which I am a member) appointed to prepare an ordinance for 
raising an arm’d Force for the Defence and Protection of this 
Colony, meet every morning at seven o'clock, sit til the Con- 
vention meets, which seldom rises before five in the afternoon , 
and immediately after Dinner and a little Refreshment, the Com. 
mittee sits again ’til nine or ten at night: this is hard Duty ; and 
yet we have hitherto made but little progress, and I think shall 
not be able to bring in the Ordinance ’til late next week, if then: 
this will not be wondered at, when the Extent. and Importance 
of the business before us is reflected on—to raise forces for im- 
mediate service—to new-model the whole militia—to render 
about one fifth of it fit for the Field at the shortest warning—to 
melt down all the voluntier and independant Companys into this 
great establishment—to provide arms, ammunition, &c.—and to 
point out ways and means of raising money. These are Difli- 
cultys indeed! Besides tempering the powers of a Committee of 
safety to superintend the execution. Such are the great outlines 
of the plansin contemplation—I think I may venture to assent 
(tho’ nothing is yet fixed on) that in whatever way the troops are 
raised, or the militia regulated, the staff officers only will be ap- 
pointed by Convention, and the appointment of all the others 
devolve upon the County Committees :—If the Colony is parcel’d 
into different Districts for raising a Battalion in each, I have pro- 
posed that the Committees of each County in the District ap- 
point Deputies, of their own members, for the purpose ; so that 
every County may have an equal share in the choice of Officers 
for the Battalion ; which seems to be generally approved. 

On Wednesday last I gave notice in Convention, that on Mon- 
day I shou’d move for the inclosed Resolve ; which was accord- 
ingly done this day, and after a long Debate, carried by a great 
majority. The convention will to-morrow appoint a Delegate to 
the Congress in the room of General Washington; when | be- 
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lieve Mr. Wythe will be almost unanimously chosen. As there 
will be other vacancys, I have been a good deal press’d by some 
of my Friends to serve at the Congress; but shall firmly persist 
in a refusal, and thereby I hope prevent their making any such 
proposal in the Convention. 

I inclose a Letter for my son George (tho’ I suppose he is be- 
fore this time sett off for the springs) which by some strange 
mistake came to me from Alexandria pr. post. 

We have no news, but what is contain’d in the public papers; 
which you generally get sooner than we can, here. 

I am Dr. Sir yr. affect. Friend and Serv’t, 
(Signed) G. MASON. 
Martin Cocxksurn, Esq. 
Spring-field, Fairfax County. . 


_— 


Ricumonp, Avue’r 5TH, 1775. 


Dear Sir,—Capt. Grayson informing me that he shall set out 
on his return home to-morrow, I take the opportunity of writing 
to you, tho’ I have nothing very agreeable to communicate. We 
are getting into great confusion here, and I fear running the 
Country to an Expence it will not be able to bear—3000 men 
are voted as a Body of standing Troops, to be forthwith raised, 
and form’d into three Regiments, the first to be commanded by 
Mr. Patrick Henry, the second by Col. Thos. Nelson, and the 
third by Mr. William Woodford—a great push was made for Col. 
Mercer of Fredericksburg to the 1st Regiment ; but he lost it by 
a few votes, upon the Question between him and Mr. Henry; 
tho’ he had a majority upon the Ballot. 

The expence of the last Indian war will be near £150, 000, our 
share of the Expence of the Continental Army £150,000 more, 
the charge of the Troops now raising, and the minute-men with 
their arms £350,000; these added together will make an enor- 
mous sum, and there are several charges still behind; such as 
the Voluntier Comp’ys at Williamsburg, the payment of the 
members of the Convention, &c.—however nothing is yet abso- 














W 
no 
da 
air 
fro 
hay 
but 


“ens 


thi 
gre 
pre 





ur 


ith 





“¥ 
ia iris cee 








THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 25 


lutely conclusive, and some abridgement may yet perhaps be 
made ; tho’ at present there is little prospect of it. 

As it is proposed that a company of fifty men for the standing 
army shall be raised in each county, my son George may perhaps 
have a mind to enter into the service; in which case, pray tell 
him that it will be very contrary to my Inclination, and that I ad- 
vise him by all means against it—when the plan for the minute- 
men is completed, if he has a mind to enter into that I shall have 
no objection; as I look upon it to be the true, natural and safe 
Defence of this, or any other free country, and as such wish to 
see it encouraged to the utmost. I should have wrote to him 
but that it was uncertain whether he was at home, or at the 
springs. 

I have been very unwell, and unable to attend ‘the convention 
for two or three days, but am now getting better and attended 
again to day, and am going out to-morrow to visita Friend in 
the country. God knows when I shall get home again—remem- 
ber me kindly to my dear Children—the family at Spring-field, 
and all Friends; and beleive me Dr. Sir, 

Yr. affect. Friend and Serv’t, 


(Signed) G. MASON. 


Ricumonp, Aue’r 22np, 1775. 


Dear Sir,—Col. Blackburn telling me he shall set out for Pr. 
Wm. to-day, I take the opportunity of informing you that I am 
now pretty well, tho’ I was exceedingly indisposed for several 
days, some of which I was confined to my bed ; but a little fresh 
air, good water, and excellent kind and hospitable treatment 
from a neighbouring Country Gentleman has recover’d me. I 
have found my apprehensions in being sent to this convention 
but too well verified. Before the choice of Delegates for the 


‘ensuing Congress, I was personally applied to by more than two 


thirds of the members, insisting upon my serving at the Con- 
gress, but by assuring them that I cou’d not possibly attend, I 
prevailed on them not to name me, except abt: twenty who 
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wou’d take no excuse. A day or two after, upon Col. Bland’s 
resignation, a strong party was form’d, at the head of which were 
Col. Henry, Mr. Jefferson and Col. Carrington, for sending me 
to the Congress at all events, laying it down as arule that I wou’d 
not refuse, if ordered by my Country: in consequence of this, 
just before the ballot, I was publicly called upon in Convention 
and obliged to make a public‘excuse, and give my reasons for 
refusal, in doing which I felt myself more distress’d than ever I 
was in my life, especially when I saw tears run down the Presi- 
dent’s cheeks: I took occasion, at the same time, to recommend 
Col. Francis Lee: who was accordingly chosen in the room of 
Col. Bland. But my getting clear of this appointment has avail’d 
me little, as I have been since, in spite of every thing I cou’d 
do to the contrary, put upon the committee of safety; which is 
even more inconvenient and disagreeable to me than going to 
the Congress. I endeavour’d to excuse myself, and beg’d the 
Convention wou’d permit me to resign; but was answer’d by an 
universal No.—The 3,000 regular Troops (exclusive of the wes- 
tern frontier Garrisons) first proposed to be raised are reduced to 
1,000, to Le form’d into two regiments, one of eight, the other 
of seven Compys: these 15 Compys: are to be raised in the 15 
Western-shoar Districts, the Captains and subaltern officers to be 
appointed by the committee of the respective District, form’d by 
a deputation of three members from the committee of each 
County in the District. The first Regiment is commanded by 
Col. Henry, Lieut. Col. Christian and Maj’r Eppes, the second 
Regiment by Col. Wm. Woodford, Lieut. Col. Ch’s Scott and 
Maj’r Spotswood. A Regiment of minute-men of 680 rank and 
file, is to be raised in the Eastern-shoar District, and a Regiment 
of 500 rank and file in each of the fifteen Districts on the Wes- 
tern-shoar, with the same Field and Staff Officers, Chaplain, Sur- 
geon, &c., as the regiments of regulars, and w’th the same pay, 
when upon duty in the District, or drawn into actual service— 
the officers to be appointed by the District Committees, and com- 
missioned by the Committee of Safety—the Militia Officers are 
all to give up their present commissions, and be nominated by 
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the respective Committees of the Counties, the Militia Compa- 
nys to be exercised once a fortnight, except the three winter 
months, and general county musters twice a year. Arms, tents, 
&e., to be provided for the minute-men at the public charge. 
These are the great outlines of our plan of Defence, which I 
think a good, tho’ a very expensive one; the particulars wou’d 
take up too much room for a common letter ;_ particular rules are 
drawn up for the better regulation and government of the Army, 
to which both the minute-men and militia are subjected, when 
drawn out into actual service: the voluntier companys are all 
discharged and melted down in the plan for the regiments of 
minute-men—these informations you may rely on, as the ordi- 
nance yesterday received its final fiat—There are several ordi- 
nances under the consideration of the Committee of the whole 
House and nearly compleated, viz. one for the raising of money 
and imposing Taxes, one for furnishing arms and encouraging 
the making salt-petre, sulphur, powder and lead, one for appoint- 
ing a Committee of Safety, and defining its powers, which are 
very extensive, one for regulating the Elections of Delegates and 
County Committees, and one for establishing a general Test.— 
The Maryland Convention not concurring in the Resolve for im- 
mediately stoping the Export of Provision, it became necessary 
to rescind ours; that our ports as well as theirs, might be kept 
open ’til the 10th of Sept.—A very sensible petition from the 
Merchants who are natives of Great Britain has been put into 
my hands, and will be presented to-day or to-morrow, praying 
that some certain line of conduct may be prescribed to them, 
and a recommendation to the people from the Convention, re- 
specting them. As I drew the ordinance for a general Test, I 
have endeavour’d to make it such as no good man wou’d object 
to: the merchants here declare themselves well pleased with it. 
Pray excuse me to Mr. Massey, Mr. McCarty, Mr. Henderson, 
and all enquiring friends for not writing to them, and tell them I 
consider all public news wrote to you; as to be communicated to 
them, and such of my constituents as desire information. 

I expect the Convention will rise abt; the end of this or the 





28 THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


begining of next week. The members of the Committee of 
Safety (of which I send you a list) meet next Friday; how long 
I shall be detain’d on that business God only knows.—My kind 
regard to my dear Family, and to the Family at Spring-field. 
Conclude me Dr. Sir, 
Yr. affect. Friend and Serv't, 
(Signed) G. MASON. 


P. S.—Every Ordinance goes thro’ all the formalities of a Bill 
in the House of Burgesses, has three readings, &c., before it is 
passed, and in every respect wears the face of Law—Resolves 
as recommendations being no longer trusted to in matters of im- 
portance. 


oe 


Extract of a letter from Col. George Mason to Col. George Mercer 
of Stafford County, then in England. (It should be premised that 
Col. Mercer was a relation of Col. Mason, and had been absent from 
the Colony of Virginia for some years prior to the date of the letter;— 
having gone to England before the revolution broke out.) 


Vireinia, Gunsron Hatz, Ocr. 2np, 1778. 


My Dear Sir,—It gave me great pleasure upon receipt of your 
favour of the 23rd of April, by Mr. Digges, to hear that you are 
alive and well in a Country where you can spend your time agree- 
ably, not having heard a word from you or of you for two years 
before. 


(Then follows some detail respecting the members of his family and 
of his domestic affairs, after which the writer speaks of himself and of 
public affairs then pending as quoted.) 


In the summer °75, I was much against my inclination drag’d 
out of my retirement by the people of my County, and sent as 
delegate to the General Convention at Richmond, where I was 
appointed a member of the first Committee of Safety, and have 
since at different times been chosen a member of the Privy Coun- 
cil, and of the American Congress, but have constantly declined 
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acting in any other public character than that of an independent 
representative of the people in the House of Delegates; where 
I still remain from a consciousness of being able to do my coun- 
try more service there than in any other department; and have 
ever since devoted most of my time to public business to the no 
small neglect and injury of my private fortune ; but if I can only 
live to see the American Union firmly fixed, and free govern- 
ments well established in our western world; and can leave to 
my children but a crust of bread and liberty, I shall die satisfied, 
and say with the Psalmist, “ Lord now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace.” 

To show you that I have not been an idle spectator of this 
great contest, and to amuse you with the sentiments of an old 
friend upon an important subject, I inclose you a copy of the 
first Draught of the Declaration of Rights just as it was drawn 
by me and presented to the Virginia Convention, where it recei- 
ved few alterations, some of them I think not for the better. 
This was the first thing of the kind upon the Continent, and has 
been closely imitated by all the other States. There is a remark- 
able sameness in all the forms of government throughout the 
American Union, except in the States of South Carolina and 
Pennsylvania; the first having three branches of Legislature, and 
the last only one. All the other States have two. This differ- 
ence has given general disgust, and it is probable an alteration 
may soon take place to assimilate these to the Constitution of 
the other States. We have laid our new Government upon a 
broad foundation, and have endeavoured to provide the most ef- 
fectual securities for the essential rights of human nature, both 
in civil and religious liberty. The people become every day 
more and more attached to it, and I trust that neither the power 
of Great Britain, nor the power of Hell will be able to prevail 
against us. There never was an idler ora falser notion than that 
which the British ministry have imposed upon the nation, that 
this great Revolution has been the work of a faction, of a junto 
of ambitious men against the sense of the people of America. 
On the contrary, nothing has been done without the approbation 
of the people, who have indeed outrun their leaders, so that no 
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capital measure has been adopted until they called loudly for it. 
To any one who knows mankind there needs no greater proof 
than the cordial manner in which they have co-operated, and the 
patience and perseverance with which they have strugled under 
their sufferings, which have been greater than you at a distance 
can conceive, or I describe. 

Equally false is the assertion that independence was originally 
designed here. Things have gone such lengths that it is a _mat- 
ter of moonshine to us whether independence was at first inten- 
ded or not, and therefore we may now be believed. The truth 
is, we have been forced into it as the only means of self preser- 
vation, to guard our country and posterity from the greatest of 
all evils, such another infernal government (if it deserves the 
name of government) as the Provinces groaned under in the lat- 
ter ages of the Roman Commonwealth. To talk of replacing us 
in the situation of 1763 as we first asked, is to the last degree 
absurd and impossible. They obstinately refused it while it was 
in their power, and now that it is out of their power they offer 
it. Can they raise our cities out of their ashes? Can they re- 
place in ease and affluence the thousands of familys whom they 
have ruined? Can they restore the husband to the widow? the 
child to the parent, or the father to the orphan? In a word, can 
they reanimate the dead? Our country has been made a scene of 
desolation and blood. Enormities and cruelties have been com- 
mitted here which not only disgrace the British name, but dis- 
honor the human mind. We can never again trust a people who 
have thus serv’d us; human nature revolts at the idea. The die is 
cast, the rubicon is passed ; and a reconciliation with Great Bri- 
tain upon the terms of returning to her government is impossi- 
ble. No man was more warmly attached to the Hanover family, 
and the Whig interest of England than I was; and few men had 
stronger prejudices in favor of that form of government under 
which I was born and bred, or a greater aversion to changing it. 
It was ever my opinion, that no good man would wish to try so 
dangerous an experiment upon any speculative notions whatso- 
ever, without an absolute necessity. The ancient poets, in their 
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elegant manner of expression, have made a kind of being of 
necessity, and tell us that the Gods themselves are obliged to 
yield to her. 

When I was first a member of the Convention I exerted my- 
self to prevent a confiscation of the King’s Quit Rents, and al- 
though I was for putting the country immediately into a state of 
defence, and preparing for the worst, yet as long as we had any 
well founded hopes of reconciliation, I opposed to the utmost of 
my power all violent measures, and such as might shut the door 
to it. But when the reconciliation became a lost hope, when 
unconditional submission or effectual resistance were the only 
alternative left us, when the last dutiful and humble petition from 
Congress received no other answer than declaring us rebels and 
out of the King’s protection, I from that moment looked forward 
to a revolution and independence, the only means of salvation ; 
and will risque the last penny of my fortune, and the last drop 
of my blood, upon the issue. For to imagine that we could re- 
sist the efforts of Great Britain still professing ourselves her sub- 
jects, or support a defensive war against a powerful nation, with- 
out the reins of government in the hands of America, (whatever 
our pretended friends in Great Britain may say of it,) is too child- 
ish and futile an idea to enter into the head of any man of sense. 
I am not singular in my opinions: these are the sentiments of 
more than nine tenths of the best men in America. . 

God has been pleased to bless our endeavours in a just cause 
with remarkable success. 

To us upon the spot who have seen step by step the progress 
of this great contest, who know the defenceless state of America 
in the beginning, and the numberless difficultys we have had to 
struggle with; taking a retrospective view of what is passed, we 
seem to have been treading upon enchanted ground. The case 
is now altered: American prospects brighten, and appearances 
are strongly in our favor. 


(Signed) G. MASON. 
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Virernta, Gunston Hatz, June 3rp, 1781. 


Dear George,—Your Brother William writes you by this oppor- 
tunity. He returned some time ago from South Carolina, where 
he commanded a Company of Volunteers (75 fine young fellows 
from this county.) He had a rough campaign of it, and has ac- 
quired the reputation of a vigilant and good officer; and I think 
is greatly improved by the Expedition. Your Brother Thomson 
has lately returned from a Tour of Militia-Duty upon James Ri- 
ver. He commanded a Platoon, ina pretty close action at Wil- 
liamsburg, and behaved with proper coolness and intrepidity : 
He is now from home, or wou’d have wrote you. 

I have written you very fully lately upon domestic subjects ; 
but I am not able to give you any agreeable public News. 

Our affairs have been, for some time, growing from bad to 
worse. The enemy’s Fleet commands our Rivers, and puts it in 
their power to remove their Troops, from place to place, when 
and where they please without opposition ; so that we no sooner 
collect a force sufficient to counteract them in one part of the 
Country, but they shift to another, ravaging, plundering, and de- 
stroying every thing before them. Our militia turn out with great 
spirit, and have in several late actions, behaved bravely ; but they 
are badly armed and appointed. General Green with abont 1,200 
regular Troops and some militia, is in South Carolina; where he 
has taken all the Enemy’s Posts, except Charlestown. The Ene- 
my’s capital object, at this time, seems to be Virginia. General 
Philips died lately in Petersburg; upon which the Command of 
the British Troops there devolved upon Arnold; But Ld. Corn- 
wallis, quitting North Carolina, has since join’d Arnold, with 
about 1,200 Infantry and 300 Cavalry, and taken the Chief Com- 
mand of their Army in Virginia, now consisting of about 5,000 
men: They have crossed James River, and by the latest accounts 
were at Westover ; their light Horse having advanced as far as 
Hanover Court House; They have burn’d Page’s Warehouses, 
where the greatest part of the York River Tobacco was collected; 
they had before burn’d most of the Tobacco upon James River, 
and have plunder’d great part of the adjacent country. The Mar- 
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quis De La Fayette is ab’t twenty miles below Fredericksburg 
with about 1,200 regulars et 3,000 militia, waiting the arrival of 
General Waine, with ab’t 1,500 regular Troops of the Pennsylva- 
nia Line. 

We have had various accounts of the sailing of a French fleet, 
with a body of Land-Forces, for America: should they really 
arrive it wou’d quickly change the face of our affairs, and infuse 
fresh spirits, and confidence; but it has been so long expected 
in vain, that little credit is now given to reports concerning 
it. 

You know from your own acquaintance in this part of Virgi- 
nia that the bulk of the people here are staunch Whigs, strongly 
attached to the American cause and well affected to the French 
alliance; yet they grow uneasy and restless, and begin to think 
that our allies are spinning out the War, in order to weaken 
America, as well as Great Britain, and thereby leave us at the 
end of it, as dependent as possible upon themselves. 

However unjust this opinion may be, it is natural enough for 
Planters and Farmers, burdened with heavy taxes, and frequently 
drag’d from their Family’s upon military duty, on the continual 
alarms occasioned by the superiority of the British Fleet. They 
see their Property daily exposed to destruction, they see with 
what facility the British Troops are removed from one part of the 
Continent to another, and with what infinite Charge and Fatigue 
ours are, too late, obliged to follow ; and they see too very plain- 
ly, that a strong French Fleet would have prevented all this. 

If our allies had a superior Fleet here, I shou’d have no doubt 
of a favorable issue to the War, but without it, I fear we are de- 
ceiving both them and ourselves, in expecting we shall be able to 
keep our People much longer firm, in so unequal an opposition 
to Great Britain. ; 

France surely intends the separation of these States, for ever, 
from Great Britain. It is highly her interest to accomplish this ; 
but by drawing out the Thread too fine and long, it may unexpec- 
tedly break in her hands. 

God bless you, my dear Child! and grant that we may again 
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meet, in your native Country, as Freemen; otherwise, that we 
never see each other more, is the Prayer of 
Your affectionate Father, 


(Signed) G. MASON, 


To Greorce Mason, Jun’r, Esq. 


THE SURRENDER OF YORK. 


The following is a copy of the original letter “ written at the time 
by an eye-witness of the Surrender’ of York, (Col. Wm. Fontaine, 
of Hanover,) and “ containing a very graphie and detailed account” 
of that memorable event; referred to by the Hon. Wm. C. Rives, the 
President of the Virginia Historical Society, in his Address at the late 
Annual Meeting, and since lodged by him in the archives of the Soci- 
ety. It will be read with lively interest. 


Ricumonpd, Ocroser 26, 1781. 


Dear Sir,—Major Penn gives me an opportunity, the first I 
have met with since the glorious event, of congratulating you on 
the surrender of York, which I do with all imaginable cordiality. 
I had the happiness to see that British army which so lately 
spread dismay and desolation through all our Country, march 
forth on the 20th instant at 3 o’clock through our whole army, 
drawn up in two lines at about twenty yards distance, and re- 
turn disrobed of all their terrors, so humbled and so struck at the 
appearance of our troops, that their knees seemed to tremble, 
and you could not see a platoon that marched in any order. 
Such a noble figure did our army make, that I scarce know which 
drew my attention most. You could not have heard a whisper 
or seen the least motion throughout our whole line, but every 
countenance was erect and expressed a serene cheerfulness. 
Cornwallis pretended to be ill, and imposed the mortifying duty 
of leading forth the captives on General O’Hara. Their own of- 
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ficers acknowledge them to be the flower of the British troops, 
yet I do not think they at all exceeded in appearance our own 
or the French. The latter, you may be assured are very differ- 
ent from the ideas formerly inculcated in us of a people living 
on frogs and coarse vegetables. Finer troops I never saw. 

His Lordship’s defence, I think, was rather feeble. His sur- 
render was eight or ten days sooner than the most sanguine ex- 
pected, though his force and resources were much greater than 
we conceived. He had at least a fortnight’s provisions, and 
1000 barrels of powder left, beside a magazine, that ’tis suppo- 
sed was blown up with design, during the negotiation for the 
surrender. The whole of the prisoners of war amount to 6,800, 
exclusive of sailors and marines, which with the shipping be- 
long to the French, and the refugees, merchants and followers 
of their army. The shipping of every sort is about seventy sail, 
though a great many are sunk. Of brass ordnance we have 
taken eighty odd,—of iron 120. Muskets, 7,313 fit for service, 
beside a great number in unopened boxes, and of old arms. Of 
horse about 300 accoutred ; there must be more horse accoutre- 
ments, but I have not seen a particular return from Gloncester 
where the horse lay. The military chest amounts to only 800 
guineas. Merchants’ stores are subject to the preemption of our 
army at a reasonable price for such articles as suit them, the re- 
mainder they are allowed three months to effect the sale of, then 
are to give their parole and clear out. Tories are subject to be 
tried by our laws. The 20th of next month has been appointed 
for that purpose. A small proportion of officers are to remain 
with the prisoners, the rest are to be paroled to New York. A 
flag ship is allowed Cornwallis to carry him to New York, thence, 
I believe, he goes home. His flag ship is not to be searched. 
The officers retain their side arms and baggage, and the soldiers 
their knapsacks. They marched out with drums muffled and 
colours furled and crossed. All property taken from inhabitants 
by the British is liable to be claimed by them. In consequence 
Master Tarleton met with a most severe mortification the day be- 
fore yesterday. The Hero was prancing through the streets of 








36 THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


York on avery fine, elegant horse, and was met by a spirited 
young fellow of the country, who stopped him, challenged the 
horse, and ordered him instantly to dismount. Tarleton halted 
and paused awhile through confusion, then told the lad if it was 
his horse, he supposed he must be given up, but insisted to ride 
him some distance out of town to dine with a French officer. 
This was more, however, than Mr. Giles was disposed to indulge 
him in, having been forced when he and his horse were taken, 
to travel good part of a night on foot at the point of a bayonet, 
he therefore refused to trust him out of sight, and made him dis- 
mount in the midst of the street crowded with spectators. Many 
such instances have since happened on the road. The people 
who have been insulted, abused, nay—ruined by them, give them 
no quarter. I have not seen the articles of capitulation, but 
have given you the substance, as well as I can recollect from 
such as have read them. 

We are surely to have a garrison at York,—whether French 
or American was not known when I left York the day before 
yesterday. Some troops are to go to the southward. Tis sup- 
posed the French fleet and most of their troops will go to the 
West Indies,—though all is conjecture and will probably remain 
so to all but the Count de Grasse and Gen. Washington. The 
General had been aboard the Admiral for some days past as I 
came away, something of consequence, I suspect, was project- 
ing between them. The troops at Portsmouth are levelling to 
prevent the British taking post there. Nothing certain of a Bri- 
tish fleet. They have lost, ’tis said, Bengall, and Madras in the 
East Indies by the powerful exertions of Hyder Ati in favour of 
the French. 

Cornwallis, I am well assured, previous to his surrender ac- 
knowledged to the Secretary, that the capture of his army would 
put an end to the war. The same sentiment was expressed to 
me by two of his officers, and, I learn from an intelligent inha- 
bitant of York, generally prevailed among them. 

That General Lesly with all the crew perished on the passage 
from Wilmington to Charles Town in the Blonde Frigate, in ore 
est omnium. 
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I certainly embark for Europe the soonest a passage can be 
had, perhaps three or four weeks hence, though I believe I shall 
be forced to take the West Indies in the way, and probably may 
winter there. 

My love to my good sisters and families. My best respects to 
Mr. Armistead and all my relations and friends in your country. 
Farewell! farewell! The good Doctor, Parson Cole and all. I 
have commissioned a gentleman to get Mr. Holmes a hat from 
York. Mrs. Walker has recovered her two negroes, and my 
mother her one. The French fleet and all our troops are under 
sailing and marching orders. If Major Hulston is with you, let 
him know Mr. Burrows from his State has his servant that he 
wrote about. 

I enclose two yards of ribbon for my sister Sarah, and two for 
sister Mary, or in her absence little Bess,—trophies from York. 
Had the stores been opened I would have dealt more largely, 
though they are strictly guarded and general orders against any 
thing being sold till the army is supplied. All health and hap- 
piness to you and yours and all with you. 

Your affectionate friend and servant, 


W. FONTAINE. 


MRS. MARY WASHINGTON. 


We have extracted the following notices of this eminent lady, the 
mother of Washington, from a sketch of her by Mrs. Ellet in her re- 
cent and interesting work, entitled “The Women of the American 


Revolution.” 


“The only memoir of the mother of Washington extant, is 
the one written by Geo. W. P. Custis, the grandson of Martha 
Washington, and published more than 20 years ago in his “ Re- 
collections’ in the National Gazette. These reminiscences were 
collected by him in the course of many years; and to them we 
are indebted for all that is known of the life and actions of this 
matron. According to these, she was descended from the re- 
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spectable family of Ball, who came to this country and settled on 
the banks of the Potomac. In the old days of Virginia, women 
were taught habits of industry and self reliance, and in these Mrs. 
Washington was nurtured. The early death of her husband ‘in- 
volved her in the cares of a young family with limited resources, 
which rendered prudence and economy necessary to provide for 
and educate her children. Thus circumstanced, it was left to 
her unassisted efforts to form in her son’s mind, those essential 
qualities which gave tone and character to his subsequent life. 
George was only twelve years old at his father’s death, and re- 
tained merely the remembrance of his person, and his parental 
fondness. Two years after this event, he obtained a midship- 
man’s warrant, but his mother opposed the plan, and the idea of 
entering the naval service was relinquished. 

The home in which Mrs. Washington presided, was a sanctu- 
ary of the domestic virtues. The levity of youth was there tem- 
pered by a well-regulated restraint, and the enjoyments rational 
and proper for that age were indulged in with moderation, The 
future chief was taught the duty of obedience, and was thus pre- 
pared to command. The mother’s authority never departed from 
her, even when her son had attained the height of his renown; 
for she still ruled by the affection which controlled his spirit when 
he needed a guardian ; and she claimed a reverence next to that 
due to his Creator. This claim he admitted, mingling the deep- 
est respect with enthusiastic attachment, and yielding to her will 
the most implicit obedience, even to the latest hours of her life. 
One of the associates of his juvenile years, Lawrence Washing- 
ton, of Chotank, thus speaks of his home: 

‘“‘T was often there with George, his playmate, schoolmate, and 
young man’s companion. Of the mother I was ten times more 
afraid than I ever was of my own parents: she awed me in the 
midst of her kindness, for she was truly kind. And even now, 
when time has whitened my locks, and I am the grand parent of 
a second generation; I could not behold the majestic woman 
without feelings it is impossible to describe, Whoever has seen 
that awe-inspiring air and manner so characteristic of the Father 
of his Country, will remember the matron as she appeared, the 
presiding genius of her well-ordered household, commanding 
and being obeyed.” Educated under such influences, it is not 
to be wondered at, that Washington’s deportment towards his 
mother at all times, testified his appreciation of her elevated cha- 
racter, and the excellence of her lessons, 

* On his appointment to the command-in-chief of the Amer- 
ican armies,”’ says Mr. Custis, ‘‘ previously to his joining the for- 
ces at Cambridge, he removed his mother from her residence, to 
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the village of Fredericksburg, a situation remote from all danger 
and contiguous to her friends and relatives. There she remained 
during nearly the whole of the trying period of the Revolution. 

When news arrived of the passage of the Delaware in Decem- 
ber 1776, the mother received calmly the patriots who came with 
congratulations ; and while expressing pleasure at the intelli- 
gence, disclaimed for her son the praises in the letters from 
which extracts were read. When informed by express of the 
surrender of Cornwallis, she lifted her hands in gratitude towards 
heaven, and exclaimed, ‘‘ Thank God! war will now be ended, 
and peace, independence and happiness bless our country !”’ 

Her housewifery, industry, and care in the management of her 
domestic concerns, were not intermitted during the war. ‘She 
looketh well to the ways of her household,” and ‘ worketh wil- 
lingly with her hands,” said the wise man, in describing a virtu- 
ous woman ; and it was the pride of the exemplary women of 
that day, to fill the station of mistress with usefulness as well as 
dignity. Mrs. Washitigton was remarkable for a simplicity which 
modern refinement might call severe, but which became her not 
less when her fortunes were clouded, than when the sun of glory 
arose upon her house. Some of the aged inhabitants of Frede- 
ricksburg long remembered the matron, ‘as seated in an old- 
fashioned open chaise she was in the habit of visiting, almost 
daily, her little farm in the vicinity of the town. When there, 
she would ride about her fields, giving her orders and seeing that 
they were obeyed.’”’ When on one occasion an agent departed 
from his instructions—she reproved him for exercising his own 
judgment in the matter; ‘I command you,” she said, “ there is 
nothing left for you but to obey.” 

Her charity to the poor was well known; and having not 
wealth to distribute, it was necessary that what her benevolence 
dispensed should be supplied by domestic economy and industry. 

Mr. Custis states that she was continually visited and solaced, 
in the retirement of her declining years, by her children, and nu- 
merous grandchildren. Her daughter, Mrs. Lewis, repeatedly 
and earnestly solicited her to remove to her house, and there pass 
the remainder of her days. Herson pressingly entreated her that 

she would make Mount Vernon the home of her age. But the 
matron’s answer was: “I thank you for your affectionate and 
dutiful offers, but my wants are few in this world, and I feel per- 
fectly competent to take care of myself.’ To the proposition of 
her son-in-law, Col. Lewis, to relieve her by taking the direction 
of her concerns, she replied : “‘ Do you, Fielding, keep my books 
in order; for your eyesight is better than mine: but leave the 
executive management to me.’ Such were the energy and 











40 THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


independence she preserved to an age beyond that usually allot- 
ted to mortals, and until within three years of her death, when 
the disease under which she suffered (cancer of the breast) pre- 
vented exertion. 

Her meeting with Washington, after the victory which decid- 
ed the fortune of America, illustrates her character too strikingly 
to be omitted. ‘‘ After an absence of nearly seven years, it was, 
at length, on the return of the combined armies from Yorktown, 
permitted to the mother again to see and embrace her illustrious 
son. 

“The Lady was alone—her aged hands employed in the works 
of domestic industry, when the good news was announced ; and 
it was further told, that the victor-chief was in waiting at the 
threshold. She welcomed him with a warm embrace, and by the 
well-remembered and endearing names of his childhood. In- 
quiring as to his health, she remarked the lines which mighty 
cares, and many trials, had made on his manly countenance; 
spoke much of ald times, and old friends ; but of his glory, not 
one word !”” 

“The Marquis de La Fayette repaired to Fredericksburg, previ- 
ous to his departure for Europe, in the fall of 1784, to pay his 
parting respects to the mother, and to ask her blessing. Con- 
ducted by one of her grandsons, he approached the house, when 
the young gentleman observed : “ There, sir, is my grandmother.” 
La Fayette beheld—working in the garden, clad in domestic- 
made clothes, and her gray head covered with a plain straw hat— 
the mother of “his hero, his friend, and a country’s preserver!’’ 
The lady saluted him kindly, observing, ‘Ah, marquis! you see 
an old woman ; but come, I can make you welcome to my poor 
dwelling, without the parade of changing my dress.’ ” 

To the encomiums lavished by the marquis on his chief, the 
mother replied: ‘I am not surprised at what George has done, 
for he was always a very good boy.” 

The person of Mrs. Washington is described as being of the 
medium height, and well proportioned—her features pleasing, 
though strongly marked. There were few painters in the colo- 
nies in those days, and no portrait of her is in existence. 

Mrs. Washington died at the age of eighty-five, rejoicing in 
the consciousness of a life well spent, and the hope of a blessed 
immortality. Herashes repose at Fredericksburg, where a splen-~ 
did monument has been erected to her memory ! 
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From the National Era. 
EL DORADO.—THE GOLD MINES OF CALIFORNIA. 


“ What is here? 
Gold ?—Yellow, glittering, precious Gold ? 
Thus much of this, will make black, white; foul, fair; 
Wrong, right; base, noble; old, young; coward, valiant ; 
Ha! you gods! why this?—What this, you gods? Why this 
Will lug your priests and servants from your sides : 
This yellow slave 
Will knit and break religions ; bless the accursed ; 
Make the hoar leprosy adored ; place thieves, 
And give them title, knee, and approbation ; 
And make the wappened widow wed again, 
She, whom ‘spital-house and ulcerous sores 
Would cast their gorge at, this embalms and spices 
To the April day¥&igain.—T'imon of Athens. 


After making all due allowance for the exaggeration of traders 
and speculators, in California, and of their credulous customers, 
we cannot doubt that gold has been found in the valley of the 
Sacramento river, and in the spurs of the Sierra Nevada; at all 
events, some thousands of Yankees, Sandwich Islanders, Mexi- 
cans, and Indians, are hard at work, in the intervals of fever and 
ague, sifting sand and washing gravel; and if the documents in 
the possession of our Government, and the late letters from Col. 
Mason and ‘“ Don Walter Colton” are to be credited, they are 
actually acquiring gold at the rate of from $15 to $40 per day 
for each laborer. As a matter of course, there is getting to be 
a very general rush towards the Paradise of Gold. We hear of 
some sixty or seventy vessels advertised in our principal ports for 
California and Chagres. A mere boat of only 30 tons, manned 
by adventurers, has just sailed from New Bedford (Mass.) for San 
Francisco, to encounter the icebergs of Cape Horn, and the 
dangerous billows of that mighty ocean— 


‘* Which fluctuates where the storms of E] Dorado sound.” 


Ere this, we doubt not, the dwellers of the great valley of the 
Southwest are moving on their inland route towards the favored 
region. The feverish excitement of the gold hunters of the 16th 
century—of the days of Cortez and Pizarro—of Raleigh, and 
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Drake, and Queen Elizabeth’s praying pirates, seems about to 
return. Time has measured off another cycle ; what was fable 
and apochryphal history yesterday, is the reality of to-day. There 
is, indeed, nothing new under the sun. El Dorado, the won- 
derful land of gold, the glittering image of which cheated the 
longing eyes of the old Spanish adventurers, the desire of which 
disturbed the dreams of the Virgin Queen, and urged Raleigh 
from lettered ease and courtly splendor to dare the terrors of dis- 
ease and poisoned arrows in Guiana, and to push his small barks 
up unknown rivers, and along undiscovered shores; that for 
which De Soto, and his chivalrous followers, traversed the valley 
of the Mississippi, while Pizarro and Almagro were devastating 
that of the Maranon for the same purpose, has now, after the 
lapse of three long centuries, it would seem, been discovered at 
last on the Pacific slope of the great Snowy Mountains of Cali- 
fornia. There is no mistake about it. So write Government 
functionaries in sober matter-of-fact missives; so writes Parson 
Colton, whose brain seems well nigh turned by the Golden Vis- 
ion. To put the matter beyond doubt or cavil, some sprinklings 
of the glittering dust have fallen into the I@ps of the President 
and his Cabinet, and the assayers of our Mints pronounce it 
true metal. Orellana, who first published a detailed and minute 
account of E! Dorado, appending thereto a complete map of the 
country, has been branded by some ten successive generations 
as a lying old romancer; but it now turns out that he was in the 
main correct, only mistaking the latitude and longitude of his 
Paradise of Mammon, and locating it on the Amazon instead of 
the Sacramento. 

It is well worth while, just now, to recur to the statements of 
the Spanish and English adventurers touching this remarkable 
country. Don Lopez, in his “General History of the Indies,” 
written in the sixteenth century, says, in describing the Court of 
its Monarch, that ‘ all the vessels of his house, table, and kitchen, 
were of gold and silver. He had, besides, great giant statues of 
gold, and figures of all manner of birds, and beasts, and fishes, 
and trees, and herbs, all of gold; also ropes, budgets, chests, and 
troughs, of gold and silver, Besides, the Incas had a pleasure 
garden in the island of Puna, where they went to recreate them- 
selves, and take the sea air, which had all kinds of herbs and 
flowers of gold and silver.” 

Sir Walter Raleigh, in his “‘ History of the Discovery of Gui- 
ana,’’ informs his readers that, notwithstanding the repeated and 
persevering efforts of many daring adventurers, only one person 
had ever reached the Golden City. One John Martinez, being, 
for some misdemeanor in the army of the Spaniards, condemned 
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to be executed, begged to be allowed the chance for life afforded 
by being put into a canoe in the Great River, without sail or oar, 
and left to drift at the mercy of the current. This was granted 
him, and after floating a long way down the stream he was drawn 
ashore by the natives, who took him to be a visiter from another 
world. They led him to Manoa, the great city of their Inca, 
where he was kindly treated. After a stay of seven months, the 
Inca dismissed him with as much gold as a grea: troop of his 
soldiers could carry. But it so fell out, that, just on the borders 
of the Inca’s kingdom he was attacked by robbers, who took all 
his gold from him, except two gourds full of beads curiously 
wrought. After this untoward adventure, he wandered down 
the river until he came to a Spanish town called Juan de Puerto 
Rico, where he died. To the Priest who administered the Sac- 
rament to him he told his wonderful history, and gave his beads 
for the use of the Church. The pious father, forthwith, publish- 
ed the tidings of the great discovery, with such additions and 
embellishments as the credulity of the marvel-loving and gold- 
seeking adventurers about him warranted. 

. From the abundance of gold in this city, in the temples, pala- 
ces, and armories of the people, Martinez gave the city the name 
by which it was ever afterwards known by the Spaniards, Ex 
Dorapo. 

It was in pursuit of this imaginary city, that Raleigh made his 
discovery and partial conquest of Guiana, in 1595. The brave 
knight’s account of his adventures bears alike the stamp of his 
active imagination and of genius, and, like all the narratives of 
the time, is not deficient in the marvellous. He tells of ‘‘a great 
mountain of clear crystal, glittering in the sun like a marble 
church tower. There falleth over ita great river, which toucheth 
no part of the mountain’s side, but rusheth over the top, and de- 
scendeth to the ground with a noise like a thousand great bells.” 
He made a valuable and important discovery, but the Golden Vi- 
sion eluded his eager pursuit, flitting before him like the feet of 
the rainbow, or the fabled island of St. Brandon, and he was 
compelled to return and apologize vainly to his offended and ex- 
acting mistress, for the failure of his enterprise. 

And now, after the lapse of centuries, we are told that the 
country of Gold is found—the prize for which the enterprise and 
cupidity of all Europe so long struggled is gained at last. Some 
wandering stragglers from the Mormon camp, it seems, a few 
months ago discovered the shining metal on the banks of the 
American Fork of the Sacramento; and now it appears to be 
satisfactorily ascertained that the great chain of the Sierra Ne- 
vada, including its eastern and western slopes, from the Grevt 
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Salt Lake to the Pacific, is thickly sown with the precious ore. 
Admitting this to be true, we see no reason why the fabulous 
city of Manoa may not find a rival in the future glories of San 
Francisco. 

In the head-long rush towards this new fountain of wealth, 
words of warning will be little heeded. Reason and argument 
are wasted on the victims of the mighty Temptation. What no- 
ble resolves, what holy aspirations, what rational plans of home 
joy and domestic happiness, will yield to its baleful enticement! 
How many calm fire-sides of contented and honest industry will 
it disturb and darken! How will it unsettle the zober habitude 
of thrift, and embitter with envy and regret the quiet enjoyment 
of the fruits of daily labor in the field and workshop! Whata 
fever will it waken in the already too rapid pulses of society! 
What madness will it infuse into the already excited and over- 
tasked brain of the new generation! The light which history 
sheds upon the consequences of similar acquisitions, on the part 
of Spain and Portugal, is by no means calculated to lessen the 
fears with which every thoughtful friend of his country, and of 
the moral progress of his race, must regard this remarkable dis- 
covery. 

At the date of the last accounts from California, the harvests 
were left to rot in the fields, their owners having all gone to the 
mines, and provisions of all kinds were scarce, and commanding 
the most exorbitant prices. Already there was actual suffering 
for food in the midst of gold; and probably long ere this more 
than one unfortunate adventurer has Jooked with more satisfac- 
tion upon an edible root or fruit tuan upon his hoards of yellow 
dust, exclaiming, like Timon, when faint and hungry, after the 
discovery of his golden treasures, 


“Common mother, 
Yield from thy plenteous bosom one poor root.” 


Bunyan, in his description of the infernal regions, describes a 
covetous woman who had spent her life in hoarding riches, con- 
demned to the task of swallowing liquid gold, with which the 
mocking demons were always ready to supply her. We can 
imagine a counterpart to Bunyan’s picture in some luckless dig- 
ger of the California mines, starving in the midst of his abun- 
dance, and vainly seeking to barter all his worthless gains for an 
ear of corn or a handful of ground nuts. 


J. G. W. 
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AUBREY’S ANECDOTES. 


“John Aubrey (1626-1700) studied at Oxford, and, while there, aid- 
ed in the collection of materials for Dugdale’s “ Monasticon Anglica- 
num.” At a later period, he furnished valuable assistance to Anthony 
Wood. His only published work is a collection of popular supersti- 
tions relative to dreams, portents, ghosts, witchcraft, &c., under the title 
of Miscellanies. His manuscripts, of which many are preserved in 
the Ashmolean museum, and the library of the Royal Society, prove 
his researches to have been very extensive, and have furnished much 
useful information to later antiquaries. Three volumes, published in 
1813, under the title of * Letters written by Eminent Persons in the 
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries, &c., with Lives of Eminent 
Men,” are occupied principally by very curious literary anecdotes, which 
Aubrey communicated to Anthony Wood.” Chambers’ Cyclopedia, 
vol. Ist, p. 527: Chambers givés us no extracts from this writer; but 
we find the following Anecdotes taken from his MSS. &c., in “Knight's 
Half-Hours with the best Authors,” and readily adopt them into our 
work. 


SIR MILES FLEETWOOD. 

He was of the Middle Temple, was Recorder of London when 
King James came into England. Made his harangue to the city 
of London—* When I consider your wealth I do admire your 
wisdom, and when I consider your wisdom I do admire your 
wealth.” It was a two-handed rhetorication, but the citizens 
took it in the best sense. He was a very severe hanger of high- 
waymen, so that the fraternity were resolved to make an exam- 
ple of his worship, which they executed in this manner :—They 
lay in wait for him not far from Tyburn, as he was to come from 
his hause at—Bucks; had a halter in readiness; brought him 
under the gallows, fastened the rope about his neck, his hands 
tied behind him, (and servants bound,) and then left him to the 
mercy of his horse, which he called Ball. So he cried, ‘ Ho, 
Ball! Ho, Ball!’ and it pleased God that his horse stood still, 
till somebody came along, which was half a quarter of an hour, 
or more. He ordered that his horse should be kept as long as 
he would live, which was so; he lived till 1645. 
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HENRY MARTIN, 


His speeches in the house were not long, but wondrous poig- 
nant, pertinent, and witty. He was exceeding happy in apt in- 
stances; he alone had sometimes turned the whole house. Mak- 
ing an invective speech one time against old Sir Henry Vane, 
when he had done with him, he said, But for young Sir Harry 
Vane—and so sat him down. Several cried out—‘‘ What have 
you to say of young Sir Harry?” He rises up: Why if young 
Str Harry lives to be old, he will be old Sir Harry! and so sat 
down, and so set the whole house a laughing, as he oftentimes 
did. Oliver Cromwell once in the house called him, jestingly or 
scoflingly, Sir Harry Martin. H. M. rises and bows: ‘ I thank 
your majesty, | always thought when you were king, that I should 
be knighted.” A godly member made a motion to have all pro- 
fane and unsanctified persons expelled the house. H. M. stood 
up and moved that all fools should be put out likewise, and then 
there would be a thin house. He was wont to sleep much in 
the house (at least dog-sleep ;) Alderman Atkins made a motion 
that such scandalous members as slept and minded not the busi- 
ness of the house shonld be put out. H. M. starts up— Mr, 
Speaker, a motion has been made to turn out the Wodders ; I de- 
sire the Woddees may also be turned out.” 


THE CIVIL WAR. 


When the civil war broke out, the Lord Marshal had leave to 
go beyond the sea, Mr. Hollar went into the Low Countries 
where he stayed till about 1649. I remember he told me, that 
when he first came into England, (which was a serene time of 
peace,) that the people, both poor and rich, did look cheerfully, 
but at his return, he found the countenances of the people all 
changed, melancholy, spiteful, as if bewitched. 


TOBACCO, 


Sir Walter Raleigh was the first that brought tobacco into Eng- 
land, and into fashion. In our part of North Wilts—Malmesbu- 
ry hundred—it came first into fashion by Sir Walter Long. They 
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had first silver pipes. The ordinary sort made use of a walnut 
shell and a straw. I have heard my grandfather Lyte say, that 
one pipe was handed from man to man round the table. Sir W. 
R. standing in a stand at Sir Ro. Poyntz’s park at Acton, took a 
pipe of tobacco, which made the ladies quit it till he had done, 
Within these thirty-five years ‘twas scandalous for a divine to 
take tobacco. It was sold then for its weight in silver. I have 
heard some of our old yeomen neighbors say, that when they 
went to Malmesbury or Chippenham market, they culled out their 
biggest shillings to lay in the scales against the tobacco; now 
the customs of it are the greatest his majesty hath. 


DR. WILLIAM HARVEY. 


He was always very contemplative, and the first that I hear of 
that was curious in anatomy in England. He had made dissec- 
tions of frogs, toads, and a number of other animals, and had 
curious observations on them; which papers, together with his 
goods, in his lodgings at Whitehall, were plundered at the be- 
ginning of the rebellion ; he being for the king, and then with 
him at Oxon; but he often said, that of all the losses he sustain- 
ed, no grief was so crucifying to him as the loss of these papers, 
which for love or money he could never retrieve or obtain. When 
king Charles I., by reason of the tumults left London, he atten- 
ded him, and was at the fight of Edgehill with him ; and during 
the fight, the Prince and Duke of York were committed to his 
care. He told me that he withdrew with them under a hedge, 
and took out of his pocket a book and read; but he had not 
read very long before a bullet of a great gun grazed on the ground 
near bim, which made him remove his station. He told me that 
Sir Adrian Scrope was dangerously wounded there ; and left for 
dead amongst the dead men, stript; which happened to be the 
saving of his life. It was cold, clear weather, and a frost that 
night which stanched his bleeding, and about midnight, or some 
hours after his hurt, he awaked, and was fain to draw a dead 
body upon him for warmth’s sake. I have heard him say that 
after his book of the circulation of blood came out, he fell migh- 
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tily in his practice, and ’twas believed by the vulgar that he was 
crackbrained ; and all the physicians were against his opinion, 
and envied him; with much ado at last, in about twenty or thirty 
years’ time, it was received in all the universities in the world, 
and as Mr. Hobbes says in his book, “De Corpore,” he is the 
only man, perhaps, that ever lived to see his own doctrine establish- 
ed in his lifetime. 


Richmond. 





WOMAN. 


O fairest of creation, last and best 
Of all God’s works.—Paradise Lost. 


There is a creature, brightest, best, 
And sweetest upon earth ; 

Nor tongue hath ever yet expressed, 
Nor heart conceived its worth. 


Nor silver-footed antelope, 
Nor innocent gazelle, 

In beauty or in grace may cope 
With Nature’s nonpareille. 


And kinder than the pelican, 
And truer than the dove, 

She lives to cheer and cherish man 
With her peculiar love. 


For she was made for him—his own 
Diviner counterpart ; 

To be and breathe for him alone, 
And give him all her heart. 


And by his side she meetly stands, 
As from his side she came, 
His sweeter self, in brightest bands,— 
And Woman is her name. MS. 
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Darious Jntelligence, 


RICHMOND. 


At this beginning of a new year, we are happy to be able to report 
that our city continues to be in a fair and prosperous state. There is 
nothing, however, particularly interesting, that we know, to eall for 
any special notice from us, at the present time. Indeed, the only thing 
we hear of, worth mentioning, is the establishment of a company sty- 
ling itself «The Madison Mining Company,” whose object, we un- 
derstand, is to emigrate to California, and engage, with the rest of our 
countrymen who are so eagerly rushing to that quarter, in the new and 
wild business of hunting and digging for gold. The association, we 
learn, is to consist of about fifty persons, not mere adventurers, but all 
gentlemen of great respectability, (and some of them we know to be 
such,) who do not “ leave their country,” or this part of it, “for their 
country’s good,” but rather the reverse. They will take a chaplain 
with them, too, (a very worthy one,) which augurs well for their so- 
briety and success. Well, we shall be sorry to lose them from our com- 
munity ; but if they will go, we heartily wish them a good voyage, 
and all the prosperity they may fairly deserve. 





THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


The two Houses of the Legislature are now in session again, and 
are pursuing their proper business before them in a very quiet way, 
and we believe with a good degree of diligence and despatch. 

The new Governor, the Hon. John B. Floyd, entered upon the du- 
ties of his office on the Ist instant; with the best wishes of all who 
know him—and indeed of all our citizens—for the honor and happi- 
ness of his course. 


THE LATE NEWS FROM EUROPE. 


The news, by the last arrivals, is somewhat startling; but hardly 
more so than previous accounts had prepared us to expect. 

France.—The French have actually elected Louis Napoleon, Presi- 
dent of the New Republic, by an overwhelming vote—so much for 
his name. 
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Ttaly.—The revolution in Rome has terminated in the flight of the 
Pope, the head of the Roman Catholic Church. He had got off safe 
to Gaeta; but, it was said, would take refuge in Paris. 

Austria.—The Emperor has abdicated in favor of his nephew. The 
new Ministry, by its President, has published an address containing the 
policy of the new emperor, in which he promises to maintain the lib- 
erty of the country. 


THE BURNING WELLS OF KANAWHA. 


The burning salt wells of Kanawha, Virginia, are a great curiosity- 
The immense discharge of combustible gas, the low temperature of 
the water coming froma depth of 2,000 feet in the earth, and the great 
force of the ascending column, all combine to render these wells in- 
teresting and wonderful. Some of these wells have, it is said, exhaus- 
ted the subterranean gasometer with which they are respectively con- 
nected. I am inclined to the opinion that the exhaustion of the gas- 
ometer was not the cause of the creation of the discharge of gas, but 
that the shaft through which the gas and water passed, has been so en- 
crusted as to close it altogether, and thus prevent the escape of both 
the gas and the salt water. The salt made at Kanawha, annually, is 
equal to about two millions of bushels. The coarse alum salt is made 
there. The price of salt is twenty-five cents for fifty pounds, last year 
fifty cents. The bitter water which is separated from the salt in the 
progress of manufacture, is of great specific gravity ;—a sample which 
I have is 1964. A mine of canal coal has been recently found within 
sixteen miles of these salines—the quality is excellent. I havea sam- 
ple of this coal, and a comparison with samples of foreign canal coal, 
shows it to be superior. Coal is used at Kanawha for heating the salt 
pans. 

Great improvements have been made at Saltville, of late. One of 
the proprietors, in a letter to me, states “that in the new process one- 
half the fuel is saved, and two-thirds of the labor, and a salt of a very 
superior quality produced. Formerly two thousand dollars worth of 
kettles were broken in a year. Now no kettles are broken. For- 


merly the caking inside the pans was cut out with iron picks.—Now 
fresh water is heated in the pan and the saline caking removed.” 
Thus Yankee skill is reaching the bowels of the mountains of old 
Virginia.—[N. Y. Journal of Commerce. 
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Literarp Fntelligence. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


Adverting to our brief notice of the Annual Meeting of the Society, 
on the 14th ult., in a former part of this number, we add here some 
further particulars of the proceedings, for the information of the mem- 
bers, and all concerned. 

After the reading of the Report, the Librarian submitted a list of 
books, and other things, which had been presented to the Society, by 
various persons, during the past year, as follows : 


List of Books, &c., Presented to the Society during the past year. 

Campbell's Introduction to the History of Virginia, 1 vol., large 8vo. 
By the Author, Charles Campbell, of Petersburg. 

Howison’s History of Virginia, vol. 2., 8vo. By the Author, R. R. 
Howison, of Richmond. 


Rives’ Two Historical Discourses, in pamphlets. By the Author, 
the Hou. Wm. C. Rives, of Albemarle. 


The Westover Manuscripts, 1 vol. 8vo. By the Editor, Edmund 
Ruffin, of Hanover. 

The Olden Time, 1 vol., 8vo. By the Editor, Neville B. Craig, of 
Pittsburgh. 


Grahame’s History of the United States, 2 vols., 8vo. By Francis 
L. Smith, of Alexandria. 

Collections of the New Jersey Historical Society,2 vols., 8vo. Pro- 
ceedings of the same in pamphlets. By the Society. 

Collections of the New York Historical Society, 4 vols., 8vo. Pro- 
ceedings of the same in pamphlets. By the Society. 

Washington’s Writings, 12 vols., 8vo. Colton’s Life and Times of 
Henry Clay, 2 vols., 8vo.; and Jay’s Life and Writings of John Jay, 
2 vols., 8vo. By Richard Randolph. 

Reports of the Revisors, 1 vol., 8vo. Hopkinson’s Writings, 3 vols. 
&vo. American Jurist, 22 vols., 8vo. American Law Magazine, 6 
vols., 8vo. By Conway Robinson, of Richmond. 
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Ternaux’ Collections, or “ Voyages, Relations, et Memoires Origi- 
naux Pour Servir a L’Histoire de la Decouverte De L’Amerique, Par 
H. Ternaux—Compans.” 10 vols., 8vo. Ternaux’ “Bibliotheque 
Americaine.” By Lieut. Wm. Leigh, of the U. 8. N. 

Eclectic Magazine, 9 vols., 8vo. By H. B. Gwathmey, of Rich- 
mond. 

Froissart’s Chronicles, 4 vols., 8vo. Elliot’s Debates, 4 vols., 8vo. 
By G. N. Johnson, of Richmond. 

Uztaris on Commerce, 2 vols., 8vo. Neild’s Account of Debtors, 1 
vol., 8vo. By Geo. W. Lewis, of Westmoreland. 

A Collection of Pamphlets on various subjects, some rare and curi- 
ous, 72 in number; also some 40 odd volumes of Newspapers, un- 
bound, embracing the Richmond Enquirer, Richmond Whig, Rich- 
mond Compiler, Washington Globe, Union, Spectator, The Spirit of 
the Times, &c., &c. Also a small parcel of books. By Thomas H. 
Ellis, of Richmond. 

Cluverii Geographia, 1686, 1 vol., 4to. By Otway Barraud, of 
Norfolk. 

Washington’s Letters to Sir John Sinclair, 1 vol., 4to. Stoddard’s 
Sketches of Louisiana, 1 vol., 8vo. Dillon’s History of Indiana, 
1 vol., 8vo. By James E. Heath, of Richmond. 

Burr’s Trial, 1 vol., 8vo. Commercial Regulations, 1 vol., 8vo. 
Historical Register, 3 vol., 8vo; and Jones’s Defence of North Caro- 
lina, 1 vol., 12 mo. By Samuel Mordecai, of Richmond. 

The Original Record of the Phi Beta Kappa Society, established at 
William and Mary College, in 1776. By Dr. Robert H. Cabell, of 
Richmond. 

An Autograph Signature of Robert Burns. By Robert Ritchie, of 
Petersburg. 

A Pine Tree Shilling. By C. B. White, of Fredericksburg. 

A Virginia Copper Coin, of the reign of George III, 1773. By Wm. 
P. Smith, of Gloucester. 

Two Maps of London before and after the Great Fire, in 1666. By 
James Brown, Jr., of Richmond. 


A Portrait of General Lafayette, Painted by C. W. Peale. By 
Thomas H. Ellis, of Richmond, 
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OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 


The following is a List of the Officers of the Society, &c., at the pre- 
sent time. 


Ilon. WM. C. RIVES, President. 
Hon. JAMES McDOWELL, 
WM. H. MACFARLAND, Vice-Presidents. 
JAMES E. HEATH, 
WM. MAXWELL, Corresponding Secretary, 

(also Rec. Sec. and Librarian.) 
GEORGE N. JOHNSON, Treasurer. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


Conway Rostinson, Chairman. Socrates Maupin, 
Gustavus A. Myers, Tuomas T. GiLEs, 
Wm. B. Cuirrenpen, Tuomas H. Extis, 


Cuarytes Carter LEE. 


The Officers of the Society are, ex-officio, members of the Executive 
Committee. 


HONORARY MEMBERS. 


Elected during the past year. 


Wasurneron Irvine, Esq., of New York, 

Wa. H. Prescort, Esq., of Massachusetts, 

Maj. Gen. Wincrietp Scort, of the U. S. A. 

Gen. Water Jones, of Washington, 

Hon. Tuomas Rurriy, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
North Carolina, 

Hon. Francis T. Brooke, Senior Judge of the Court of Appeals 
of Virginia, 

Crapman Jounson, Esq., of Richmond, 

Bengamin Watkins Leien, Esq., of Richmond, 

Dr. Joun A. Situ, of New York, 

James W. Avexanper, D. D., of New York. 


CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 


Elected during the past year. 


Lieut. M. F. Maury, Superintendent of the National Observato- 
ry, Washington, 

Epwarp W. Jounston, Esq., of Washington, 

Henry A. Wasuineton, Esq., of Westmoreland, 

Tuomas R. Joynes, Esq., of Accomack. 

Joun Minor, Esq., of Fredericksburg, 
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Ricwarp Ranpoxpn, Esq., of Williamsburg. 
Henry Rurryenr, D. D., of Lexington, 
O. Ricu, Esq., of London. 


LIFE MEMBERS. 


Enrolled during the past year. 


Joun Eyre, Esq., of Northampton. 

Joun N. Tazewe nt, Esq., of Norfolk. 
James M. Morson, Esq., of Goochland. 
Wm. J. Barkspate, Esq., of Amelia. 

Dr. Monro Banister, of Amelia. 

Joseru R. Anperson, Esq., of Richmond. 


LYNCHBURG. 


The Lynchburg Virginian gives some interesting facts in regard to 
this Town, from a summary of the population and statistics of it, 
recently taken, and prepared by order of the Common Council. 
The total population is 7,678, of which there are 2,828 Whites; 3,200 
Slaves; 650 Free Blacks. In the mechanic trades and arts, there are 
155 employers, and 653 hands employed. The Virginian adds: 

There are 8 Churches, 6 Male Schools, 10 Female Schools, 3 Print- 
ing Offices, 13 Hotels, 23 Lawyers, 15 Physicians, 5 Insurance Agen- 
cies, 1 Exchange office, 5 Livery Stables. 


Produce and Merchandize received and forwarded for year ending 1st 
December, ’48—and annual sales of Merchandize, and capital em- 
ployed. 


30 Commission Merchants employ $33,000 capital, received and 
forwarded 75,000 packages of produce, 70,000 packages of Merchan- 
dize, and 6,530 tons of metal. 


Annual Sale. Capital. 

16 Dry Goods Stores 600,500 200,000 

20 Grocery do 1,000,600 333,000 

4 Hardware do 70,00 25,000 
2 Earthen and 

Glass do 12,500 5,000 

1 Book do 12,000 5,000 

4 Shoe and Hat do 40,000 12,000 

7 Clothing do 32,000 10,000 


6 Confectionary do 20,000. 6,000. 
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3 Drug do 30,000 11,000 
6 Jewelry do 23,000 7,000 
Employed in purchase of Agricultural products 260,000 
$1,840,500 $907,000 

Tobaceo. 


At the five Warehouses the annual inspection amounted to 10,712 
Hhds., weighing 12,854,400 and valued here at $449,904; with the 
loose or unprised Tobacco received, the number of pounds is swelled 
to 15,075,205 and the value to $505,424. 

36 Factories manufactured 51,896 boxes, weighing 6,746,480 lbs—8 
Stemmeries stemmed 427,000 lbs. 

The Factories and stemmeries together employ 1,195 hands, and 
$520,000 capital. 


Produce, Provisions, §c. 


Wheat, to the value of $218,700, was bought during the year, of 
which $128,700 was purchased by town Millers—the residue by agents 
of other Mills. 

There were received also 85,407 lbs. Butter, 84,800 lbs. Lard, 
1,100,000 Ibs. Bacon; Slaughta@, 850 head of horned Cattle, 1,150 
Sheep, 7,000 Hogs. 


Manu factories. 


The Cotton and Woollen Factory has invested capital to the amount 
of $80,000, employs 70 operatives, runs 1,900 spindles and 18 looms, 
and made 187,800 lbs. yarn, 231,700 yards Cotton Cloth, 31,300 yards 
Woollen Cloth. 

Four Foundries, with capital to the amount of $20,000, employ 57 
hands, and consume 914 tons of metal. 

The Packet and Freight Boats on the Canal number 94—capital 
invested $100,000—hands employed 552—number of passengers 
6,200. 

The Banking Capital consists of 


Two Branches of State Banks 600,000 
Three Savings Banks 280,009 
$880,000 

[Richmond Republican. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA. 


A writer in the Watchman and Observer of this city, who signs 
himself “ Clericus,” (and whom we know to be a very worthy and in- 
telligent gentleman,) informs us that he has lately visited the Univer- 
sity, and found it in a very prosperous state. 


“The present number of students is 260, and I am informed that 
one fifth of these are professors of religion in communion with churches 
of different denominations. The attendance of all at the religious 
services of the chapel appears to be regular, orderly, and commenda- 
bly devout. I found daily morning prayers in the chapel by candle- 
light, conducted by the Chaplain, a very pious and eloquent minister 
of the Baptist denomination. Of the Professors, four are in commu- 
nion with the Christian church—viz : one a Methodist; one an Epis- 
copalian; one a German Lutheran; and one, the Professor of Moral 
Philosophy, a Presbyterian minister. Of the other five—to say noth- 
ing of their piety—I saw pleasing evidence, and learn from the best 
authority, that their influence is uniformly and decidedly in favor of 
religion. Indeed, on this subject, while the University is free, as it 
should be, from sectarianism, I doubt whether there is found in any 
College in our country a more dedaiva, strong, and salutary religious 
influence. 

The Chaplain is elected annually by the Faculty, and is supported 
by voluntary contributions from the Professors and Students. He is, 
by a recent arrangement eligible a second year, and the selection has 
been heretofore made in rotation from the four principal denomina- 
tions—Baptists, Methodists, Episcopalians and Presbyterians. Com- 
paratively few of other denominations are found in college, and these 
four agree to sustain each other in turn. Their present selection is a 
very happy one, and he must be a bigot indeed, who could not feel 
privileged by the ministrations of such a pastor. 

On Sabbath morning, I found a Sabbath School in the chapel, taught 
principally by students, and composed of some thirty children—about 
half of whom belonged to families connected with the University, and 
the others were collected in part from poor families in the neighbor- 
hood. The Professor of Moral Philosophy performs an extra service 
in conducting a small class of five in a Theological course of instruc- 
tion for the ministry. 

A “University Division” of the Sons of Temperance exerts a salu- 
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tary influence. I found a Colporteur there making sales of Books to 
the students, and the Agent of the American Bible Society had col- 
lected recently in the chapel about $150 in aid of his cause. An or- 
ganized Bible Society is formed among the students. By invitation 
of the chaplain, I preached on Sabbath evening in the chapel toa 
very full and attentive congregation.” 


WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE. 


At a meeting of the Visitors, last week, Henry A. Washington, Esq., 
of Westmoreland, was unanimously elected to the chair of Political 
Economy and History. This completes the Faculty, which consists 
of the following gentlemen: 

Rt. Rev. John Johns, Pres’t. and Prof. of Moral Philosophy. 

Judge Beverly Tucker, Prof. of Law. 

Benjamin S. Ewell, Prof. of Mathematics. 

W. F. Hopkins, Prof. of Chemistry and Natural Philosophy. 

Henry A. Washington, Prof. Political Economy and History. 

Morgan J. Smead, Prof. of Languages. 

At present the College buildings are undergoing repairs, and will be 
ready for the reception of Students next October, when the Lectures 
will be resumed, and under auspices which promise a brilliant future to 
this venerable Institution.—Whig. 


Miscellany. 


CHARITY. 


It is an old saying that “charity begins at home ;” but this is no 
reason that it should not go abroad. A man should live with the 
world as a citizen of the world; he may have a preference for the 
particular quarter or square, or even alley, in which he lives, but he 
should have a generous feeling for the welfare of the whole. 

Cumberland. 








THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


MR. WIRT’S IMPROMPTU AGAIN. 





Dear Sir,—Your correspondent in the last Register, under the sig- 
nature of R., not having done justice to Mr. Wirt’s very felicitous im- 
promptu, I beg leave to send you a correct version of it. 


When Wickham once toss’d Hay in Court, 
On a dilemma’s horns for sport; 
Jock, rich in wit and Latin too, 
Cried, “ habet foenum in cornu.” 


Respectfully yours, 


Philadelphia, Oct. 27th, 1848. 


WEsTMORELAND County. 


Mr. Editor :—In the October number of the Virginia Historical Re- 
gister, I observe an article under the signature of R., communicating 
an impromptu couplet of the late eminent Mr. Wirt, written under in- 
teresting circumstances, whilst a member of the bar in Richmond. 

The couplet is not without celebrity; and as there appears to me to 
be some inaccuracy in the report of it by your correspondent, who 
seems, inadvertently, to have omitted some of the material facts of the 
case, and to have overlooked the point of the wit; I take the liberty 
of troubling you with a corrected account of it, as I have it, derived 
from avery authentic source. 

To make the anecdote better understood, and to do justice to Mr. 
Warden, it is necessary to remark that tradition represents him as not 
only an able lawyer, full of the learning of his profession, but, as was 
more usual in those days than now, an accomplished scholar, and full 
of the erudition of the Classics. Being a Scotchman, he was known 
among his cotemporaries by the familiar appellation of Jock, probably 
among his countrymen a corruption for John. 

It were superfluous to say any thing introductory to the name of 
Mr. Wirt. His literary, no less than his legal reputation, is universal ; 
and is most enthusiastically cherished by the country. Few men were 
more highly gifted by nature, or possessed a more cultivated taste and 
abounded more in the stores of useful and elegant learning. His mind 
was embellished with all the rich graces of literatute, and his conver- 
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sation and speeches sparkled, where occasion justified, with the bright- 
est gems of chaste and attic wit. 

These two gentlemen were present (sometime in the year 1804 or 
1805) at the argument of a cause in the Court of Appeals, in which 
Mr. Wickham and Mr. Hay were opposing counsel. (Here was ano- 
ther pair of great men, “for there were giants in those days.”) The 
argument became animated and interesting. It was an admirable 
specimen of that “carte and tierce of forensic digladiation,” some- 
where so graphically described by Mr. Wirt in his British Spy. Mr. 
Wickham in reply to Mr. Hay after having, with signal power and in- 
genuity, overthrown the weak points of his adversary’s argument, and 
successfully exposed, as he thought, the inconsistency of his positions, 
turned to him and triumphantly exclaimed—* Now, I think, I have the 
gentleman on the horns of a dilemma!” The language employed by 
the orator, and the name of his adversary (Hay) did not escape the 
quick and penetrating powers of association of Mr. Warden. The 
idea of ** Hay on the horns” brought instantly to his classic memory 
the 34th line of the 4th Satire in the Ist book of Horace ;—which runs 
thus,— 


** Foenum habet in cornu,—longe fuge, dummodo risum 
Excutiat sibi, non hic cuiquam parcet amico ;” 


and he accordingly repeated it, or the first part of it, in a soliloquy suf- 
ficiently audible to reach the attentive ear of Mr. Wirt. Nor was the 
whole scene and incident lost upon this gentleman. His ready and 
fruitful mind, apt in the perception of the witty and the humorous, and 
felicitous in the invention of innocent sport, caught at the opportunity, 
and immediately threw off the jeu d’ esprit in question. As the ver- 
sion of it reported by your correspondent R. is somewhat inaccurate 
I beg leave here to furnish a copy, preserving I respectfully believe 
more nearly the true point of the wit, as may be gathered from the 
history of the anecdote here narrated. 


Wickham toss’d Hay one day for sport 
On a dilemma’s horns in Court, 

Jock, rich in Greek and Latin too, 
Cried—*“ foenum habet in cornu!” 


It is unnecessary to add that the wit was enjoyed by the Bench and 
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Bar (who were, then, capable of appreciating it) with the most lively 
pleasure ; and passed current in the literary circles of the day as equal 
to any of Curran’s or Plunket’s best. 1 


L. 





THOUGHTS. 


Every virtue carried to excess approaches its kindred vice. 
If you can be well without health, you can be happy without virtue. 
Edmund Burke. 





ON THE LATE NEWS BY THE TELEGRAPT.. ; 

“ Have you heard the good news that has made us all laugh?” ‘ 

“O yes, but it comes by the strange Telegraph ; n 

And, somehow or other, these “ heavenly wires,” 

(As Jonathan calls ’em,) are terrible liars.” 

A Quipnunc. F 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Our correspondent J. M. writes to us: “Can you or any of your 
correspondents give me any information concerning the celebrated B 
Andrew Bell, during his residence in ‘our State, in the year 1777, &c. A 
—his sayings and doings—in a word, anything about him.—Permit 
me to ask also for information relative to Col. Charles Simms, who 
was out in the campaign of 1774. Possibly he may have left some 
written memoranda of that campaign, which can be supplied by his R 


descendants. Please forward to me any replies you may receive.” &c. 
We will do so with great pleasure; or the writers may forward theif 
communications to our correspondent himself at Fredericksburg. 

We have received Lieut. Maury’s valuable and interesting paper 
relating to the Stars, read before the Virginia Historical Society at L 
its late annual meeting; but too late to give it to our readers in this 
number. We shall publish it in our next, with great pleasure. 





